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PASTOR’S PONDERABLES 

 

He was.....a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief. - Isaiah 53:3 

The one who goes forth weeping, bearing the seed for sowing, shall come home with 

shouts of joy, bringing in the sheaves. - Psalm 126:6 

 

Grief can enter our lives at any time and for many different reasons: 

the loss of a spouse, 

 the loss of parents or other loved one, 

  the loss of ones health, 

   the loss of a job or situation, 

    the breakdown of a relationship, 

     failure in school or in another ambition, 

      the loss of ones home, 

       the loss of income, 

        trying to understand the many 

        broken aspects of our world. 

 Sometimes in our desire to push on and to continue to live as normal of lives as 

possible, we put aside our “grief work.” And then an apparently small loss will lead to a 

deeper grief reaction than expected. For many, entering into full adulthood is coming to 

terms with childhood and adolescent losses in life. 

 Wells of grief can be deep and require a great deal of love, self-care and patience. 

When there is fear or apprehension to do our grief work, grief can fester and effect our 

outlook toward life and others. Embracing our grief work can open us to God’s provi-

dence and allow God to do a new thing in our lives. 

 Grief can be an individual walk or it can be expressed in the common life of a 

people. Throughout history, there have been many groups who have reason to grieve.  

Native Americans, African Americans, Jews, oppressed laborers, those who are forced to 

leave their home and/or their country, women, those from the LGBTQIA community, 

and others belong to the long list of grieved peoples. Groups that are broken down, all the 

more need to look toward each other to encourage each other in hope. 

 In the 53rd chapter of the book of Isaiah, we encounter the image of the Suffering 

Servant: “He was a man of sorrows, acquainted with grief.” When we have the courage 

to embrace our own grieving and support others in their time of grief, God does not aban-

don us to loss. The God of Life embraces us and brings forth new life, life abundant. 

 

Grace and peace, 

Pastor Oplinger 

June 2nd  
Seventh Sunday  
of Easter 
First Reading 
Acts 16:16-34 
Psalm 
Psalm 97 
Second Reading 
Revelation 22:12-14, 
16-17, 20-21 
Gospel 
John 17:20-26 
 
 

June 9th  
Day of Pentecost 
First Reading 
Acts 2:1-21 
Psalm 
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 
Second Reading 
Romans 8:14-17 
Gospel 
John 14:8-17 [25-27] 
  
 

June 16th  
The Holy Trinity 
First Reading 
Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31 
Psalm 
Psalm 8 
Second Reading 
Romans 5:1-5 
Gospel 
John 16:12-15 
  
 

June 23rd  
2nd Sunday  
after Pentecost 
First Reading 
Isaiah 65:1-9 
Psalm 
Psalm 22:19-28 
Second Reading 
Galatians 3:23-29 
Gospel 
Luke 8:26-39 
 
 

June 30th  
3rd Sunday  
after Pentecost 
First Reading 
1 Kings 19:15-16, 19-21 
Psalm 
Psalm 16 
Second Reading 
Galatians 5:1, 13-25 
Gospel 
Luke 9:51-62 
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On Sunday, June 9, we celebrate the Day of Pentecost, the fiftieth and last day of the Easter season.  

A number of special musical offerings have been planned for this important day in the church year 

when we commemorate the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the disciples of Christ after the Resur-

rection.  The prelude will be Johann Sebastian Bach's chorale prelude on "Komm, Gott Schöpfer, 

heiliger Geist," a 16th-century German chorale that will be sung as the Hymn of the Day ("Creator 

Spirit, Heavenly Dove" - ELW #578).  This particular hymn is a chorale version of the 12th-century 

plainsong "Veni Creator Spiritus" found on page 577 of our hymnal.  The postlude, which is based 

on the "Veni Creator Spiritus" tune, will be from a five-movement suite by Nicolas de Grigny,     

one of the outstanding composers of French organ music during the late 17th century.  Strains of 

"Veni Creator Spiritus" will be heard in the offertory anthem, "Creator Spirit, by Whose Aid" by 

Charles Callahan.  A native of Boston, Callahan is a noted American composer, organist, author,  

and educator.  His numerous commissions include works written for the Harvard University Choir 

and for two papal visits to the United States.   

  

Continuing a Jerusalem tradition, both a Women's and a Men's Ensemble will once again sing 

during the summer.  These two groups are open to anyone who enjoys singing and can attend the 

one scheduled rehearsal.  Please consider joining if you are someone who may not be able to make 

the commitment of singing with our choir throughout the year:  we would love to have you partici-

pate!  Each group will prepare and offer a setting of the psalm and an anthem as part of our worship.  

The Men’s Ensemble will sing on Sunday, June 30, with a practice scheduled for Wednesday, 

June 26, at 7:00 p.m.  The Women's Ensemble will sing on Sunday, July 28, with a practice 

scheduled for Wednesday, July 24, at 7:00 p.m.  Both rehearsals will be held in the choir loft.       

If you have any questions, please contact Roger Kurtz (phone: (717) 626-1527;                         

email: rogerk@dejazzd.com).  

 

From the director of music 
Roger L. Kurtz 
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June 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 
 

10am Church 
Picnic, Warwick 
Township Park 

 
Last day to order 

geraniums 

3 4 
3pm Finance 
Committee  

Meeting 
 

4:30pm ROCK 
Connection  
at the Park 

5 
 
  

6 7 8 

9 
9am Worship 

10 11 
 

4:30pm ROCK 
Connection  
at the Park 

12 
 
  

13 14 15 
 

July’s  
Jerusalem  

Journal  
Newsletter  
Deadline 

  9am Worship 
Polka Mass 

 

 

17 
 

5:30pm  
Community 

Meal 

18 
4:30pm ROCK 

Connection  
at the Park 

 
7pm Congrega-
tional Council 

Meeting 

19 
 
  

20 21 22 

23 
 

9am Worship 

24 25 
 

4:30pm ROCK 
Connection  
at the Park 

26 
 

7pm  
Men’s Ensemble  

Choir Practice 

27 28 
Jerusalem  

serving supper 
at VBS 

29 

30 
 

9am Worship 
Men’s Ensemble  

      

Lower Susquehanna  

Synod Assembly 
(Pastor Oplinger & voting members 
Scott & Marianna Kopp attending) 

C o n f i r m a t i o n   C a m p   6/23 - 6/29 

 
Luther Acres will not have their 
Strawberry Festival this year. 
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 1 - Tamara DeWitt 

 5 - Dylan Holland 

 6 - Marianna Kopp 

 6 - Andy Scheid 

10 - Mary Berkheimer 

12 - Sarah Schreiber 

14 - James Ecenrode 

14 - Jeffrey Mearig 

18 - Nicholas Carson 

22 - Jessica Rutter 

24 - Devin Haefner 

25 - Larrie Miller 

25 - Jeffrey Morgan 

26 - Sharon Levering 

29 - Ivan Ravegum 

30 - Heather Moser 

June Celebrations 

Erma Craley - June 7, 1946 

Jeanine Schreiber - June 9, 1963 

Audrey Adams - June 11, 1933 

Byron Miller - June 18, 1950 

Deb Carson - June 24, 1956 

James Doutrich - June 24, 1982 

Ross Clubb - June 25, 1989 

Charlotte Scheid - June 29, 1986 

Matthew Volker - June 29, 1982 

Ryan Volker - June 29, 1982 

 

June Birthdays  

James & Lucille Martin celebrate 62 years on June 2nd 

James & Diane Wolfe celebrate 29 years on June 2nd 

David & Debra Carson celebrate 43 years on June 19th 

Greg & Barb Sammet celebrate 16 years on June 28th 

Richard & Kathleen Schreiber celebrate 28 years on June 29th 

 

June Anniversaries of Baptism 

Wedding Anniversaries 
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Assisting  
Minister 

Altar  
Guild 

Lector 
Element  

Presenters 
Ushers Greeter(s) Acolyte 

June 2 
Jill  

Clubb 
Brenda  
Fetter 

Zachary 
Fetter 

 
Claude Grube, 
Andy Anderson  
& Ron Naudus    

 
Joyce 

Burkholder 

June 9 
Brenda  
Fetter 

 
Dave  

Carson 
 

Claude Grube, 
Andy Anderson  
& Ron Naudus    

  

June 16 
J.D.  

Wissler 
Jean  

Slaymaker 
  

Claude Grube, 
Andy Anderson  
& Ron Naudus    

  

June 23 
Marianna 

Kopp 
   

Claude Grube, 
Andy Anderson  
& Ron Naudus    

  

June 30 
Zachary  
Fetter 

   
Claude Grube, 
Andy Anderson  
& Ron Naudus    

  

Jerusalem star are open to volunteer…  
Please see the bulletin board or call the church office (717.626.8972) to sign up. 

 
 

 
 

 
Our first Community Meal for the summer is scheduled for   
Monday, June 17

th
 at 5:30pm.   

 

Please look for the sign-up sheets on June 2
nd

 and June 9
th

 . 
We will hang door hangers in Rothsville on June 2nd following 
the picnic! 
 

Thank you for your support,  
Service Committee 

OUTDOOR WORSHIP SERVICE/PICNIC  
in Warwick Township Lion’s Park on Sunday, June 2, 2019. The service 

will begin at 10:00am.   
 

Each person is asked to bring a place setting and a lawn chair. Folks with  

last names A through L are asked to bring salads and M through Z to bring 

desserts. Hot dogs, barbeque, and drinks will be provided.  

Also, we will have fun games following the meal (we will be playing “Now 

you have it, now you don’t”, if you’d like to participate, bring a small gift). 

Please come and join us for great food, fun and fellowship.  

Any questions, contact Brenda Fetter at 717.283.9947. 
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April 26, 2019 

Friday in the first week of Easter 

 

Greetings, friends at Jerusalem Lutheran Church! 

It is hard to believe that it has been over 10 years since my time with you as Director of Music concluded. I’ve been 

asked and am happy to share an update on what I have been up to. 

Many of you remember in my last year with you I was in my first year of study at The Lutheran Theological Seminary 

at Philadelphia. I was called to serve the seminary during my final year of study as Interim Seminary Musician and I 

also concurrently served as Cantor to Christ Ascension Lutheran Church, a congregation slightly smaller that Jerusa-

lem just up the street from the seminary. I completed the Master of Arts in Religion degree with at concentration in 

Liturgy and Music in May 2009. It was on the day of my graduation that I received an invitation to apply for a full-

time musician position in Massachusetts. After a few months and an intense two-and-a-half-day interview and audi-

tion process, I was called as Cantor to Trinity Lutheran Church in Worcester, Mass., and moved to Massachusetts 

that October. 

Both Christ Ascension and Trinity adopted the title “Cantor” for the principle musician, giving honor to the centuries 

old title for the one charged with leading the song of the people. Bach was a “Kantor” of the church, in his role as 

organist, choirmaster, and composer. Although my call at Trinity did not necessitate composing a cantata each week 

like Bach, I did carry out other duties as organist, choir director, and overseeing worship planning with multiple pas-

tors and staff. I had the joy of playing a magnificent pipe organ in a beautiful space, both visually and acoustically.  

In 2012 I was commissioned as what was formerly titled Associate in Ministry, now called Deacon, in the ELCA. This, 

in some ways, formalized what had already become by full-time vocation: to be a leader of the church’s song. I owe 

much to my years at Jerusalem for how my work there and all those who surrounded me in that work helped to 

form me as the musician and leader I am today. During my years at Jerusalem, I served the synod and the ELCA in a 

variety of ways, including the introduction of Evangelical Lutheran Worship in 2016. Little did I know that this service 

to the wider church would continue in many and various ways, including assisting the worship staff at two ELCA 

Churchwide Assemblies in 2013 and 2016 and various other projects and events around the church. 

After seven years of service as Cantor to Trinity Lutheran Church in Worcester, I was invited to apply for the position 

as Program Director for Music at the ELCA churchwide office. After careful discernment, I applied for the position 

and was called to serve the wider church in October 2016. I now serve in this role on the worship staff of the ELCA as 

part of the Office of the Presiding Bishop. In this position, I help plan and lead worship and music at various church-

wide events, including the upcoming Churchwide Assembly in Milwaukee in August. I also help develop new worship 

resources as well as plan and lead educational opportunities in worship, especially those for church musicians.  

In 2010 I married Matthew James, who is now a pastor in the ELCA and currently serves as Director of Admissions at 

the Lutheran School of Theology in Chicago. My dad and sisters still live in Lancaster County, so I do get back to visit 

them from time to time, and I look forward to opportunities to visit folks at Jerusalem in the future and hear how 

about the continued ministry in Rothsville. 

In Christ’s Peace, 
John Weit 

Program Director for Music 

Office of the Presiding Bishop  



7 

  

Dear members and friends of Jerusalem Evangelical  

Lutheran Church, thank you for all the many gifts, cards, 

flowers, prayers, hugs, food, well wishes and support with 

my confirmation. And special thanks to Pastor Oplinger for 

all her teaching, help and guidance through this process. 

Your kindness and thoughtfulness is truly appreciated. 

Blessings and Peace, 

Zachary Fetter 

 

Dear Jerusalem family, 

I want to thank you for the pretty Administra-

tive Professional Day flower arrangement I 

received at home during my recovery of hip 

replacement surgery. 

It was very much appreciated! 

Tracy Lagaza 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Encountered a major sewer blockage requiring 4 

hours of plumbing services. 

2. Mulching completed by outside contractor. 

3. An Electrician has been contacted to address fan 

and spotlight issue in the Nave. 

4. Repairs made to lock on door at handicap entrance. 

 

Dear Pastor Bonnie and faithful knitters at Jerusalem 

Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
 

We have received another 55 hand-knitted hats from 

you and we’re elated that the love of God in Jesus 

will so practically be made clear as they warm the 

heads of seafarers and others that we serve here at 

Seafarers International House.  
 

Thank you for your incredible labor of love and for 

reaching out to people you don't know (seafarers and 

asylum seekers) in Christian love. 

Pray you be blessed as you bless. 

 

Peace, 

Pastor Masrsh Drege 

Executive Director, Seafarers International House 

The Lord bless you and keep you; 

The Lord make His face shine upon you, 

And be gracious to you; 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you, 

And give you peace.  

                                              - Numbers 6:24-26  

Update 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Numbers+6%3A24-26&version=NLT
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Congratulations to  

Chance Ryan Bowman! 
 

Chance will receive his certificate of completion of 

the collision repair program from the Lancaster 

County Career & Technology Center (Willow 

Street campus) on May 28th.  

On June 11th, he will receive his diploma from 

Warwick High School.  

His future holds two choices... he has been accepted 

at the Thaddeus Stevens College of Technology and 

he has been offered a fulltime employment oppor-

tunity in collision repair. 

Chance is the son of Ray and Laura Bowman.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to  

Nicholas W. Morgan! 
 

“Nick” will receive his certificate of completion of 

the precision machining program from the Lancas-

ter County Career and Technology Center (Mount 

Joy Campus) on May 28th.  

On June 11th, he will receive his diploma from 

Warwick High School.  

Following graduation he will be seeking employ-

ment in his field of training. 

Nick is the son of Jeffrey and Beth Morgan. 

DURING STORMS, emperor penguins huddle for warmth, taking turns at the center and on the 

perimeter of the group.  While incubating eggs, up to 6,000 male penguins have been observed 

clustering for shelter against the harsh Antarctic winter.  Partially grown chicks gather in protective 

“creches” (French for “Cribs”); often surrounded by a colony of adults, these groupings ward off 

predators and cold. 

 

In stormy times, humans also need 

supportive groups; we can’t survive 

alone.  A church family allows us to 

take turns giving and receiving care.  

Amid social upheaval, injustice, ill-

ness, natural disaster and any loss or 

crisis, God invites us to gather for pro-

tection and warmth.  In the church 

community, we support and strengthen 

one another and are empowered to go 

out again into the less-sheltered world. 
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Pastor Oplinger will be on vacation for the month of July.  

Coverage for worship and pastoral care will appear in the July/August Newsletter. 

There will also be no Congregational Council meeting in July,  

unless some important matters arise that will require the council to meet 

Many thanks to Larrie and Emma Miller for  

donating several books to the Jerusalem Church Library.  
 

They include Bibles, Catechisms, Bible helpers and  

historical pamphlets and books. Check them out in  

the church library next to the office. 
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HELP NEEDED! The following staff is needed for this summer's camp running for 

10 weeks at Kirchenwald Lutheran Church Camp (1 Cut Off Road, Lebanon, PA). Contact Zach at 

www.lutherancamping.org/employment or (717) 677-8211. 
 

• Two male counselors - 18 years of age and older 

• One female counselor - 18 years of age and older 

• Life guard - 17 or 18 years of age or older 

• Two program staff - 21 years or over - supervisory responsibility 

• Two or three craft staff - 15 years or older 

• One kitchen staff - 15 years or older 

• One adult kitchen staff—full or part time   

 

POLKA MASS 
Sunday, June 16

th
 at 9:00 a.m.  

 

Jerusalem Evangelical Lutheran Church 
36 Church Street, Rothsville 

 

Please join Jerusalem’s congregation as they 

celebrate Holy Trinity Sunday with a special 

service of Word and Sacrament called the 

“Polka Mass with the Heidelberg Brass Band.”  

This is the second time that the Heidelberg 

Brass Band has been at Jerusalem for worship.   

Dr. C. Jay Hertzog, from Denver, and Lisa 

Beard, from Ephrata, assembled this liturgy 

comprised of their own original lyrics set to 

popular polkas and waltzes and others received through the help and inspiration of Father 

Frank Perkovich, from Minnesota, Pastor Ed Battiste, from Ohio, and Pastor Carl Witt, 

from California. Pastor Glenn Beard, Jr., Lisa’s husband and manager of the Heidelberg 

Brass Band, also wrote lyrics to three hymns used in the service.  

Everyone is welcome join us as we worship in this unique and meaningful service.  

https://www.lutherancamping.org/employment/
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                                                   PRAYER CONCERNS 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING: Charles Ackley, Teresa  

Ackley, Nate Barnica, Lynn Beard, Reba Bowser, Karen Carson,  

Tyler Cassel, Erma Craley, Jacob Garman, James Good, Tim Heitz,  

Alma Hollingsworth, Joe Hoover, Lillian Logeman, Jim Martin,  

Doug Michael, Ashley Miller, Leroy "Skip" Mull, Ron Naudus,  

Norma Rhoads, Vince Slaymaker, Pastor Irv Straw, Jean Summers,  

Charles & Mary Ann Sweigart, Pastor Dennis Trout, Audrey Ream,  

Reba Weit, Lisa Riley, Evelyn Wissler, Wyatt Wolfe, Kim Zepp,  

all Military Personnel and the First Responders. 

 

 

 

Lititz-Warwick Community Chest Food Bank 
collections for the month of June: canned mini meals (Spaghetti 

O’s, ravioli, etc.) canned fruit & applesauce (especially pears,     

fruit cocktail, mandarin oranges & peaches – we get mostly  

pineapple), spaghetti, elbow and other pasta.  

 

 

Friends of Luther Acres held their annual Spring  meeting and champagne brunch on Saturday, April 27 in 

the community room. 

The meeting included Luther Acres Campus updates by Rev. William Snyder V.P. Philanthropy and Commu-

nity Engagement    

1. Luther Acres bought 10 homes on the Lititz reserve sites. 9 of these are already purchased. 

Things going well. 

2. Some remodeling being done at the nursing center. 

Rev. Glenn Beard spoke of the Disaster Relief they are doing in New Jersey this year. He was encouraging 

the group (churches) for volunteers. 

Craig Shelly, Executive Director of Luther Acres demonstrated the iN2 system. Its interesting what can be 

done and how it may help the residents of Luther Acres. 

Jerry and Janice Styer, attended 
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Karen Carson 

18 Pfautz Avenue 

Lititz, PA  17543 

Birthday: June 5 

 

 

Erma Craley 

Room 409, Muhlenberg Lodge  

Gardenia Section 

300 St. Mark Drive 

Lititz, PA   17543 

Birthday: February 23 

 

 

Jacob Garman  

United Zion Ret. Community 

722 Furnace Hills Pike,  

Room 130 

Lititz, PA   17543 

Birthday: April 1 

 

 

Alma Hollingsworth 

Room 602, Muhlenberg Lodge 

300 St. Mark Drive 

Lititz, PA   17543 

Birthday: September 21 

 

 

Lillian Logeman 

Keystone Villa 

Room 321 

100 North State Street 

Ephrata, PA  17522 

Landline (717) 738-5821 

Cell (717) 888-0371 

Birthday: August 31 

 

 

Leroy “Skip” Mull 

Health Center Room 235 

Luther Acres 

Lititz, PA   17543 

Birthday: May 9 

Reba Weit 

PC Rm. 508, Muhlenberg Lodge 

300 St. Mark Drive 

Lititz, PA   17543 

Birthday: August 10 

 

 

Evelyn Wissler 

321 Meadow Valley Road 

Lititz, PA   17543 

Birthday: April 14 

HOME COMMUNION MEMBERS A call, dropping a card, or a visit... 

 

Health Care Kits:  We will be collecting the following items during the month of June to       

assemble personal care kits to be distributed to those in need throughout the world by Lutheran 

World Relief: 

• Bath towels (size 20” x 40”  to 52” x 27”, dark color)  

• Bath-size bar soap (8-9 oz.) individually wrapped. 

• Adult-size toothbrushes 

• Sturdy combs 

• Metal nail clippers 

Please find the container in the narthex  
to place donated items - THANK YOU! 
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 Jerusalem Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Council Meeting Minutes 

 

April 16, 2019 
 

“As followers of Jesus, we serve our neighbors locally and globally.” 

 

Present:  Pastor Oplinger, Renee Amey, Chrystine Anderson, Joyce Burkholder, Brenda Fetter, Jim Martin, Larrie Miller, Mel 

Ravegum, Kathy Schreiber, Jean Slaymaker and J.D. Wissler 

Guests: None.   

Devotions were led by Pastor Oplinger and all participated. 

Meeting led by Mel Ravegum, council president. 

Recognition:  

1. Jean Slaymaker for her presence in the office while the Office Administrator is out for surgery. 

2. Tracy Lagaza for continuing to deal with the malfunctioning copier and for completing the extra bulletins and clerical 

work prior to her surgery. 

3. Those who provide food for the Soup and Sacrament meals: Janet Craley, Brenda Fetter, Lucille Martin, Emma Miller 

and Jean Slaymaker. 

4. Mel Ravegum for putting up the new signs at the cemetery entrance. 

5. Zachary Fetter for doing the Dietrich Bonhoeffer presentation during the Adult Forum. 

6. The Readers who participated in the story of Christ’s Passion on Palm Sunday and the Tenebrae Good Friday Service. 

7. Roger Kurtz for his leadership and all the beautiful music. 

 

Reports:   

Pastor’s Report:  A written Pastor’s report was distributed to council for review and was accepted as written. 

1. Pastor Oplinger did ask if Council minutes can be placed in the newsletter before being approved. It was decided 

that this could be done starting with the June Newsletter and with a note attached that “these minutes will be ap-

proved at the next council meeting”. 

2. Church’s contribution to Zachary Fetter’s Confirmation Camp fee. The council has approved to pay 100% of the ex-

penses for the Confirmation Camp according to the Confirmation Program. 

3. Pastor is asking for an updating of those who able to access the safe deposit box. J.D. Wissler made a motion to ap-

prove the updated list of those able to access the safe deposit box. Brenda Fetter seconded and the motion was 

approved. 

Secretary’s Report: Jean Slaymaker made a motion to accept the March 19, 2019 Council Minutes as written and Renee 

Amey seconded. The motion was approved. 

Treasurer’s Report: Larrie Miller reported the Finance Committee has made the following recommendations: 

1. The Signature authority to Larrie Miller and Scott Kopp to invest in a CD or multiple CD’s to be labeled Jerusalem 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Carpenter Fund for a total of $64,599.00. The funds will come from our account    

number 0547 of the Carpenter Fund at BB&T Bank. 

2. The signature authority to Larrie Miller and Scott Kopp to transfer from savings accounts and money market ac-

counts to CD’s. 

a. From Carpenter Funds Savings Account #0547 to CD for $20,000.00. Carpenter Funds can only be used for 

church and cemetery maintenance. 

b. From Building Funds saving account #0539 to CD for $10,000.00. 

c. From Money Rate savings account #8334 to CD for $10,000.00 

d. The BB&T Bank is going to change our savings accounts to Business  

Accounts ending in #539, #547 and #785. These accounts are presently listed as personal accounts. When 

this is done new account numbers will be given for these accounts that are changed to Business accounts. 

The money market accounts are properly listed as Business accounts. 
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3. The signature authority to Lois Mearig and Larrie Miller to transfer from the Memorial savings account #785 to a 

CD for $5,000.00.  

4. Jim Martin made a motion to accept the Finance Committee recommendations and Joyce Burkholder seconded. 

The motion was approved. Brenda Fetter made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report as written and Jim Mar-

tin seconded. The motion was approved.  

 

Old Business:   

1. Joyce Burkholder asked if a fund for Future Seminarians could be created and could the money in the Youth Busi-

ness savings account be used for this? Discussion took place and Jean Slaymaker made a motion to change the 

Youth Business savings to Youth Business and Education savings fund. J.D. Wissler seconded, and the motion was 

approved. 

2. Regarding a concert by John Weit at Jerusalem: John Weit was contacted, and he will get his information to J.D. 

Wissler and it was mentioned that Roger Kurtz has been in contact with him also.  

New Business:   

1. Stained glass window repair- much discussion took place. J.D. Wissler reported we will have more information as 

to cost and what needs to be done first only when someone would come, evaluate windows and give prices. 

2. Scott Kopp recommended using the room next to the Choir Room for the Finance Committee. 

3. Discussion took place as to counting the church offering in a different way. It was decided to continue as we are 

currently doing. 

 

Committee Reports: 

Sunday School:  No report. 

 Worship and Music:  The committee will meet after Easter to plan future services.  

Cemetery:  No report. 

Memorial:  $5,000.00 will be put into a CD. 

Finance: See Treasurer’s Report. 

Property:   

1. Current copier will be replaced on Thursday (4/18/19). 

2. Since the age and physical capabilities of the faithful members who assist with the church grounds spring cleanup 

is changing, the property committee is seeking bids from two landscaping businesses to do cleanup and mulching. 

Service:   

1. Easter cards and cross bookmarks given to shut ins. 

2. Bake Sale 5/19/19 

Stewardship:  No report. 

Reminder Dates: 

• April 27th - Bold Women’s Day 

• May 4th - Lancaster Chamber Singers and J.D, Wissler’s Art display 

• May 19th - Bake Sale 
 

Next Meeting: May 21, 2019 
 

Announcements/Correspondences:  

1.   Lititz Warwick Community chest Food Bank received 10.8lbs of non-perishable foods from Jerusalem on 3/22/19. 

2.   A thank you from Luther Acres for the gift of $85.00 to help with new technology equipment. 
 

Adjournment: Jim Martin made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Joyce Burkholder seconded. The meeting was ad-

journed and closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
Brenda Fetter 

Council Secretary 
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EXPLORING THE CEMETERY 
by Denise Witwer Lahr 

The WWI Era and Rev. Weicksel 

 

Last month I wrote about Rev. Weida who served the congregation throughout WW II. That made me 
think about who might have been pastoring the church during World War I. That person was Rev.        
Frederick Arndt Weicksel. Rev. Weicksel was the son of Rev. Henry and Angelina Weicksel, and was born 
in Wilmington, Del., on Jan. 6, 1867. He attended Muhlenberg College and then studied at the Missionary 
Institute in Selingsgrove. Following his ordination in Philadelphia in 1893, he went to Numidia, Pa., and 
served that congregation until 1905. From 1905 until 1915, he was at Zion Lutheran in Leola. 

 

In 1915 he was called to serve the Lutheran Parish consisting of the churches in Brickerville, Penryn, 
Rothsville, and Akron.  

 

Shortly after the arrival of Rev. Weicksel, German services were discontinued in Rothsville. I’ve written 
previously about this language controversy in Lutheran congregations. Rothsville continued German     
services longer than most congregations, but I suspect that war with Germany finished off the practice.  

 

He remained with these churches until his retirement in 1937. In 1935 the Rothsville church voted to 
withdraw from the joint parish and become its own, separate parish, but Rev. Weicksel remained. 

 

Weicksel was married to Elizabeth Wolfgang on Mar. 8, 1887, and they had at least 7 children. He died 
August 21, 1948, and was buried in Machpelah Cemetery, Lititz. 

 

Searching for a glimpse into the Jerusalem community 100 years ago, I found the minutes of a              
congregational meeting held in 1921 and recorded by Rev. Weiskel. They read as follows: 
 

“Rothsville, Pa., May 16, 1921.  

The annual congregational meeting was held on above date with 21 members of the congregation       
present. The meeting was opened with prayer by the Pastor, Rev. F. A. Weicksel. The Sect. read the 
minutes of our 1920 Annual meeting and were approved as read. 

 

The Treasurer’s report was given which showed the Receipts for the year $1,722.80. Expenses $1619.00. 
A balance in the Treasury of $103.80. The Pastor by instructions was ordered to appoint an auditing   
committee, which he did, appointing Messrs. F. G. Royer, D. B. Habecker and E. R. Leeking, who reported 
the account correct as read. 

 

The Pastors report was given, which showed the following. Infant Baptism-14; Adult Baptism-1; Accession 
by Renewal of Faith-2; Accession by letter-1; Dismissals-5; Marriages-1; Private Communion-4; Funerals-9 
(3 members). 
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The resignation of Bro. E. K. Singer as Deacon and Treasurer was presented, and after a long deliberation 
was accepted with regret, a vote of thanks being given him for his faithful service to our church. 

 

The nomination of council members was next in order. The following being nominated 

Elder: Lemon Koehler to serve two years 

Deacons: A. Lincoln Stauffer, to serve two years; Benjamin Shaar, to serve two years; Wm. Styer, to serve 
two years; D. B. Habecker, to serve one year on the unexpired term of E. K. Singer. 

Trustee: F. M. Bowman to serve three years. 

These members were elected by acclamation. 

 

The salaried officers were then nominated. 

Organist: Miss Estella G. Leeking, to serve one year 

Asst. organist: F. H. Gable, to serve one year 

Janitor: Mr. Ivan Frank 

Ushers, Cheir (Chair?): Ivan Frank 

These officers were elected by acclamation. 

 

The Salary of the Pastor was fixed at $50/per month 

The Salary of the Organist was fixed at 10.00/per year 

The Salary of the Asst. Organist was fixed at 10.00 per year 

The Salary of the Janitor at 7.00/per month” 

 

The remainder of the minutes deal with the duties of the janitor, which included keeping the Old      
Cemetery clean. The meeting was then adjourned. 

 

What struck me while reading this is that virtually all of the individuals mentioned in the minutes are 
buried in the cemetery. The exceptions are Benjamin Shaar who is buried at Bergstrasse Cemetery and  
E. K. Singer at Salem, Kissel Hill. 
 

There were the movers and shakers of the congregation in 1921. I wrote about several of them in the 
articles about the stained-glass windows. Their dates are given below, and to the right is an obituary for 
Frank Gable, who has not been mentioned previously. 

 

Francis G. Royer (1860-1933)  Daniel B. Habecker (1866-1923) 

Edwin R. Leeking (1890-1960)  Lemon Koehler (1861-1947) 

A. Lincoln Stauffer (1892-1972)   William W. Styer (1877-1946) 

Franklin M. Bowman (1874-1954)  Estella (Leeking) Hackman (1896-1981) 

Frank H. Gable (1875-1933)   Ivan Frank (1890-1930) 
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Jerusalem Evangelical Lutheran Church 
36 Church Street, Rothsville (Lititz), Pennsylvania 

 

Sunday Morning Worship – 9:00 a.m. 

 

717.626.8972 | www.jerusaluth.org | jerusaluth@windstream.net 

Pastor’s email: jerusaluthpastor@windstream.net 

 

Office hours: Wednesday 1-5pm, Thursday 8am-4pm and Friday 1-5pm 

 

The Reverend Bonnie M. Oplinger, Pastor 

Mr. Roger L. Kurtz, Director of Music 

Tracy H. Lagaza, Office Administrator 

Joan C. Dull, Sexton 

Congregation, Ministers 

Jerusalem Evangelical Lutheran Church 
36 Church Street 

Lititz, PA  17543 

http://www.jerusaluth.org
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