SEPTEMBER
READINGS
September 6th
14th Sunday after
Pentecost
First Reading
Ezekiel 33:7-11
Psalm
Psalm 119:33-40
Second Reading
Romans 13:8-14
Gospel
Matthew 18:15-20
September 13th
15th Sunday after Pentecost
First Reading
Genesis 50:15-21
Psalm
Psalm 103:[1-7] 8-13
Second Reading
Romans 14:1-12
Gospel
Matthew 18:21-35
20th

September
16th Sunday after Pentecost
First Reading
Jonah 3:10--4:11
Psalm
Psalm 145:1-8
Second Reading
Philippians 1:21-30
Gospel
Matthew 20:1-16
September 27th
17th Sunday after Pentecost
First Reading
Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32
Psalm
Psalm 25:1-9
Second Reading
Philippians 2:1-13
Gospel
Matthew 21:23-32

JERUSALEM JOURNAL
“As followers of Jesus, we serve our neighbors locally and globally.”

PASTOR’S PONDERABLES - September 2020
“Living with ambiguity is exhausting!” Someone in some news
broadcast sometime during the month of August uttered that sentiment.
We are certainly living in a time of great ambiguity. We can’t seem to
hang our hat on anything resembling a life without the constant stressors of “not knowing,” “not being able to be sure,” “living with ambiguity.”
But, hasn’t life presented great challenges in the past? Some of
you lived through the Great Depression, World War II, the Korean
Conflict, the War in Vietnam, the assassination of three “lions of democracy.” Today, we are facing two pandemics - one four plus months
old, the other four hundred years old. You can name others, I am sure.
And what about family challenges and changes? We have all experienced them in one way, shape or form.
Wasn’t Jesus life of ambiguity exhausting? Why do you think he
went off by himself so often to pray and be alone with God, away from
the crowds, away from his disciples even. Maybe He was trying to deal
with constant change.
Carl Sagan said, “In the cosmos there is no refuge from
change.” Yet, we avoid change like a plague. We all have a fear of self
enlargement. The Hebrew word for salvation is “yasha,” which means
to “enlarge, to lead into a broad place.”
As long as we are the ones giving love, we can still feel in control. We initiate and direct. We “do something.” But when we let ourselves be loved, we are doing “nothing.” We are naked, in need, the
recipients of free and unearned love.
Johannes Mets, a Christian theologian calls this “poverty of spirit.” It is an awareness that we cannot meet our own deeper desires
through our own power. Only when we own our poverty and neediness
and then feel the inflowing of the Power beyond ourselves can we understand that letting ourselves be loved is not selfish indulgence; it is
absolutely necessary and the bedrock from which our own loving must
flow.

Jacob said as he was reunited with his estranged brother Esau,
“Truly, to see your face is to see the face of God.”
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Continued on the next page...

The action of God’s love is often said to produce a capacity in us for “self-enlargement.”
We ask God for many things: for healing, guidance, understanding. God gives us not only the
answers to our prayers, but also God’s self. We are reluctant to accept this amazing gift because we
realize it requires a response in kind. So we try to keep God at a comfortable distance, hoping we can
avoid the crucible of intimate encounter. But like all human intimacy, we cannot love God without
approaching the “consuming fire.” (Hebrews 12:29). An Hasidic Jewish saying puts it this way, “God
is not ‘nice;’ God is an earthquake!”
Spending time with God will force us to confront our own desire to remain in complete control.
J.B. Phillips in his book Your God is Too Small says, “And so your self is too small” because
we try to shrink both God and ourselves in an attempt to avoid the comfortable vastness of mystery.
As we open to the inflowing of love, we discover new ‘elbow room’ to let ourselves and others simply
be - without tidy categories and either/or choices.”

With these thoughts in mind, please pray the following prayer as fervently as you can, as often
as you can:
Dear Lord,
You are our God during our weary years and you are with us during our silent tears.
You have provided a bridge for us over our troubled waters. Thank you!
A virtual call to worship summons us to an approximate togetherness.
Sometimes we come to you with Zoomed prayers and parking lot praises.
We will smile again, without constraint.
We will embrace again, without defense.
We will speak again, without muted sounds.
We will, again, side by side, look at the stars.
Again we will gather in places and spaces unsoiled by our anxiety and fear.
We will freely breathe deeply, again.
We will dance again with our cheeks close enough to hear our whispering to one another.
We will mourn again, openly.
We will greet each other again closely, without suspicion.
Children will hug us again. And we will hug children, again.
We will invite solitude, again.
We will imagine again without desperation.
We will again feel the joy that hope brings.
We will play together again.
We will sing together again.
We will cheer together again.
We will pray together again.
We will feel each other’s hands and arms.
Again, tomorrow. Tomorrow, again.
- The Rev. Frederick J. Streets, senior Pastor of Dixwell Congregational church,
New Haven and Co-chaplain-in-residence - Children’s Defense Fund.
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FROM THE DIRECTOR OF MUSIC
Roger L. Kurtz

Joseph Scriven

The hymn “What a Friend We Have in Jesus,” found on Page 742 of
Evangelical Lutheran Worship, was originally written as a personal
poem to comfort and encourage the author’s mother. When Joseph
Scriven (1819-1886) penned the words in 1855, he had no idea that
verses written only for the life and need of one person would become
an inspiration for millions of Christians around the world.

Because his life was filled with grief and trials, Scriven often needed the solace of the Lord as
described in his famous hymn. Born in County Down, Ireland, he received his education at Trinity
College in Dublin and then enrolled in a military college to prepare for an army career. Unfortunately, poor health prevented that ambition from becoming a reality. Shortly after leaving the
school, Scriven fell in love and was engaged to be married, but his fiancée died in a drowning
accident on the eve of their wedding in 1844. To put as much distance as possible between himself
and that tragedy, he moved to Ontario, Canada, and taught school. In 1857, Scriven became
engaged a second time, but three years later his bride-to-be suddenly fell ill with pneumonia and
passed away. Following this calamity, he devoted himself to a life of service and seldom had a
regular income, which forced him to live in the homes of others. Scriven also experienced suspicion from neighbors who did not appreciate his eccentric ways and what they perceived to be his
obsession with the needy and neglected. A member of the Plymouth Brethren, he tried to live
according to the Sermon on the Mount as literally as possible, giving and sharing all he had and
often doing menial tasks for the poor and physically disabled. Because Scriven suffered from
depression, no one knew if his drowning in 1886 at age 66 was an accident or a suicide. The words
“Blessed are the pure in heart for they shall see God,” along with the hymn for which he is remembered today, are inscribed on the monument erected to his memory.
The words of that hymn etched on his gravestone had their origin in 1855, when Scriven received
news that his mother was ill. Because he could not afford to return to Ireland, he sent her a poem
entitled “Pray Without Ceasing” in hope that its words would be a source of consolation. Scriven
eventually published the poem anonymously and only received full credit for it in the 1880’s.
In 1868, Charles Converse, an American attorney who studied law and music in Leipzig, Germany,
set Scriven’s poem to music, and the hymn “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” was born. It became
one of the best-known hymns in America when Ira Sankey, a musician who worked with Dwight L.
Moody, had it published in a collection of hymns Moody used at his evangelistic meetings.
Missionaries took it abroad, and the text was translated into many different languages worldwide.
“What a Friend We Have in Jesus” has maintained its wide-reaching popularity for 165 years because one man acquainted with heartache and “cumbered with a load of care” was also acquainted
with a deep and steadfast faith in Christ, and the contentment of knowing that “in His arms He’ll
take and shield you; you will find a solace there.”
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SEPTEMBER CELEBRATIONS
September Birthdays
4 - Patti Stripling

16 - Devon Whitney

7 - Bonnie Votano

21 - Alma Hollingsworth

10 - Jeanine Schreiber

23 - Brian Burkholder

12 - Judy Frantz

24 - Norma Rhoads

13 - Martha Weinhold

24 - Amanda Carson

16 - Emma Miller

25 - Spencer Ehrhart

September Wedding Anniversaries
Jean and Spencer Ehrhart celebrate 31 years on September 2nd
Dean and Tamara DeWitt celebrate 33 years on September 18th
Christopher and Charlotte Scheid celebrate 7 years on September 28th

September Anniversaries of Baptism
Rich Schreiber - 9/1/61

Michael Fetter - 9/16/73

Brad Clubb - 9/7/61

Carol Mearig - 9/16/81

Ken Craley - 9/12/41

Charles Sweigart - 9/23/51

Lindsay Volker - 9/12/82

Gerald Styer - 9/25/38

Joel Mearig - 9/16/73
Best wishes to those celebrating in September. If your special day was missed, please contact the church office - (717)626-8972

To all our friends and neighbors who are a part of our
faith community at Jerusalem,
My family and I would like to thank you for all your
prayers, calls, visits and help to us during Mary Ann's
journey into eternity.
We appreciate all you have done for us.
God bless you all,
Charles Sweigart
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Dear Church,
So happy to hear you are having church outside. I’ve had some
issues since coming back to Keystone Villa. This getting old is
not for babies. Please get my envelope to the right place.
In Christ's love,

Lillian Logeman
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Hello, Jerusalem Lutheran,
This box of 12 hats is going to “Hats 4 The Homeless” in Hackensack, New
Jersey. Except for the hats that I sent to the Seafarer's, all of the others have
been anonymous donations. Starting with this donation, all hats that I donate will come from Jerusalem Lutheran Church. I'm starting a fresh batch
of hats and will start making some hats and 7" X 9" rectangles (yes, I can
make rectangles on a hat loom) for “Warm Up America”.
If anyone in the congregation would like to knit 7" x 9" rectangles, I will send them to “Warm Up America”
on behalf of Jerusalem Lutheran. There are no color or pattern restrictions. The only restriction is that they
must be 7" x 9". Also, if anyone has any yarn that they would like to donate for a hat or rectangle, I will use
the yarn to make a hat or a rectangle on their behalf.

Scott W. Kopp
44 Sycamore Drive, Apt. 231
Elizabethtown, PA 17022

Celebration of Ordination
It is with glad hearts that we announce the ordination of the Rev. Angela Hammer
held on Sunday, July 26th. Angela has been called to St. Paul Lutheran Church in
Penryn.
Angela, resides in East Petersburg with her husband Andrew of 19 years, along
with their three children, Henry (16), Lucy (13), Wyatt (10), and their chocolate
lab, Pumpernickel. Angela and her family served as volunteer missionaries in the
Konde Diocese from 2016-2017. Angela is currently the chairperson for the
Konde Committee. Previously Angela worked in the profit and non-profit sectors
as a recreational specialist and planner. She has served on several local boards
and is deeply connected to Lancaster County. Angela loves to spend time outside
hiking and camping—simply being among God’s creation.

PRAYER CONCERNS
PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING: Charles
Ackley, Nate Barnica, Lynn Beard, Tyler Cassel,
Spencer Ehrhart, Jacob Garman, Weston Hertzler, Alma
Hollingsworth, Lillian Logeman, Mae Maxwell, Lucille
Martin, Doug Michael, Florence Morgan, Christine
Ravegum, Norma Rhoads, Lisa Riley, Linda Stolzfoos,
Gerald Styer, Jean Summers, Charles Sweigart, the
family of Mary Ann Sweigart, Evelyn Wissler, Wyatt
Wolfe and Craig Young. Be with Military Personnel,
First Responders, Healthcare Workers and the helpers
and the residents at Nursing Homes.
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INGATHERING NEWS:
Ingathering is ON!
We will be packing up our quilts and kits to be distributed by LWR throughout
the world on October 4th!
We are asking for the following items to complete the kits:
• 70-80 sheet spiralbound notebooks

• 16 or 24 count Boxes of crayons

• Pencil sharpeners

• Erasers (large)

• Blunt scissors

• Bath towels - dark colors preferred

• Bath size bars of soap - individually
wrapped
• Sturdy combs
• Metal nail clippers

Please bring to church no later than September 6th. If anyone needs “curbside pickup”,
please call Jill (717-654-0684) and she will be glad to pick your items up!
Thank you in advance for your generosity!

PROPERTY COMMITTEE UPDATE:
•

Annual boiler maintenance completed

•

Elevator inspection done (insurance mandated)

•

Storage room reorganized

Lititz-Warwick Community
Chest Food Bank

Rothsville Community Day,

September Food Bank Suggestions:
• Mini meals (canned ravioli, Spaghetti O’s, etc.)
• rice - plain white, brown or flavored
• instant mashed potatoes

like all the other fun things we look
forward to enjoy in fall, has been
canceled.
We look forward to next year,
when again with your support and
volunteerism we can celebrate this
community event.

Peace, safety and good health,
Brad Clubb & Ken Craley

Items can be placed in the drop box on the first
floor by the elevator - thank you!
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Next Community Meal:
Monday, September 21st
5-6:00pm
We will provide a bagged take-out meal for our guests.
We anticipate needing 6-8 people to assemble the bags
and to distribute them. Masks will be worn and social
distancing will be observed.
Please call Jill (717.665.7987) or Joyce (717.733.9569) if you are willing to help!
(Save the dates: October 19th and November 16th)

Dear Jerusalem Lutheran Church,
On August 21st, I gave my resignation
to Church Council. My last day will be
September 3rd.
I appreciate the last two years here and
enjoyed the friendships I have made.

CHURCH OFFICE
ADMINISTRATOR

Thank you,
Tracy Lagaza

Part-time position available September 7, 2020.
Expertise in Microsoft Word and website management necessary. Interpersonal communication and
writing skills essential. Send resume, 3 references
and letter of intent to

Office Administrator

The Rev. Bonnie Oplinger
Jerusalem Evangelical Lutheran Church
36 Church Street
Rothsville, PA 17543
or
jerusaluthpastor@windstream.net
or
boplinger42@verizon.net
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Willis Beam
411 A East Main Street
Leola, PA 17540
(717) 203-4941
Birthday: October 7
Jacob Garman
United Zion Ret. Community
722 Furnace Hills Pike,
Room 130
Lititz, PA 17543
Birthday: April 1
Alma Hollingsworth
Room 602, Muhlenberg Lodge
300 St. Mark Drive
Lititz, PA 17543
Birthday: September 21

Lillian Logeman
Keystone Villa, Room 321
100 North State Street
Ephrata, PA 17522
Landline (717) 738-5821
Cell (717) 888-0371
Birthday: August 31
Norma Rhoads
149 Owl Hill Road
Lititz, PA 17543
Birthday: September 24

Charles Jr. Sweigart

918 A Rabbit Hill Road
Lititz, PA 17543
(717) 626-0742
Birthday: March 6
Evelyn Wissler
321 Meadow Valley Road
Lititz, PA 17543
Birthday: April 14

HOME COMMUNION MEMBERS

Mary Ann Sweigart, 71, of Lititz,
PA, passed away at home on
Sunday, August 16, 2020.

Swatch Group U.S. in Lancaster for 20 years.

Mary was born in Leola, PA,
daughter of the late Samuel F.
and Mary Jane (Hackman)
Adams. She was the loving wife
of Charles Sweigart, Jr. for 51
years on November 16, 2019.

Friends will be received at Paul L. Gravenor Home
For Funerals 100 W. Main St. Ephrata, on Wednesday, August 19 from 6-8 p.m. and on Thursday, August 20 from 9-10 a.m. Funeral services officiated
by the Rev. Bonnie Oplinger will begin at 10 a.m. on
Thursday at Gravenor’s.

She enjoyed reading, word search puzzles, and
spending time with her family.

In addition to her husband, she is survived by two
sons: Timothy C. Sweigart, husband of Lisa, of
Lititz, PA and Toby L. Sweigart, husband of Shelly,
of Burnham, PA; three grandsons: Timothy Jr.,
Andrew, and Tyler; one granddaughter: Adoree; and
two sisters: Margaret, wife of Mark Pearl and Carla,
wife of William Snyder.

Interment will follow at Rothsville Lutheran Cemetery.
Mary’s family would like guests to wear casual, but
respectful, attire.
Due to the COVID-19 indoor gathering limit of 25
persons, guests are kindly asked to keep visit time
with the family brief. Guests are also asked to wear
masks and follow CDC Social Distancing Guidelines.

In addition to her parents, Mary was preceded in
death by her brother, Samuel G. Adams.
Mary was a 1968 graduate of Conestoga Valley
High School and was a member of Jerusalem
Lutheran Church in Rothsville, PA. She worked for
various area sewing factories and most recently at

Those who desire may make memorial contributions to Hospice & Community Care, PO Box 4125,
Lancaster, PA 17604.
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Jerusalem Evangelical Lutheran Church
36 Church Street, Rothsville (Lititz), Pennsylvania 17543

717.626.8972 | www.jerusaluth.org | jerusaluth@windstream.net
Pastor’s email: jerusaluthpastor@windstream.net
Office hours: Wednesday 11am-4pm, Thursday 9am-4pm & Friday 9am-12pm
The Reverend Bonnie M. Oplinger, Pastor
Mr. Roger L. Kurtz, Director of Music
Tracy H. Lagaza, Office Administrator
Joan C. Dull, Sexton
Congregation, Ministers
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