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PASTOR’S PONDERABLES - MAY 2021 

 Grandmother says….”.Carrots, Eggs, or Coffee. Which are you?” 

A young woman went to her grandmother and told her about her life 

and how things were so hard for her. She did not know how she was going 

to make it and wanted to give up. She was tired of fighting and struggling. 

It seemed as one problem was solved, a new one arose. Her grandmother 

took her to the kitchen…..She filled three pots with water. In the first, she 

placed carrots, in the second she placed eggs, and the last she placed 

ground coffee beans. She let them sit and boil without saying a word.  

In about twenty minutes she turned off the burners. She fished the 

carrots out and placed them in a bowl. She pulled the eggs out and placed 

them in a bowl. Then she ladled the coffee out and placed it in a bowl. 

Turning to her granddaughter, she asked, “Tell me what do you see?”  

“Carrots, eggs and coffee,” she replied. She brought her closer and 

asked her to feel the carrots. She did and noted that they got soft. She then 

asked her to take an egg and break it. After pulling off the shell, she ob-

served the hard-boiled egg. Finally, she asked her to sip the coffee. The 

granddaughter smiled, as she tasted its rich aroma. The granddaughter then 

asked, “What’s the point, grandmother?”  

Her grandmother explained that each of these objects had faced the 

same adversity - boiling water - but each reacted differently. The carrot 

went in strong, hard and unrelenting. However, after being subjected to the 

boiling water, it softened and became weak. The egg had been fragile. Its’ 

thin shell had protected its liquid interior. But, after sitting through the 

boiling water, its inside became hardened. The ground coffee beans were 

unique, however. After they were in the boiling water, they had changed 

the water. 

 “Which are you?” she asked her granddaughter. “When adversity 

knocks on your door, how do you respond? Are you a carrot, an egg, or a 

coffee bean?”  

Thank of this: Which am I? Am I the carrot that seems strong, but 

with pain and adversity, do I wilt and become soft and lose my strength? 

Am I the egg that starts with a malleable heart, but changes with the heat? 

Did I have a fluid spirit, but after a death, a breakup, a financial hardship or 

MAY 2021 
READINGS 

 
May 2nd 
Fifth  Sunday of Easter 
First Reading 
Acts 8:26-40 
Psalm 
Psalm 22:25-31 
Second Reading 
1 John 4:7-21 
Gospel 
John 15:1-8 
 
May 9th 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 
First Reading 
Acts 10:44-48 
Psalm 
Psalm 98 
Second Reading 
1 John 5:1-6 
Gospel 
John 15:9-17 
 
May 16th 
Seventh Sunday of 
Easter 
First Reading 
Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 
Psalm 
Psalm 1 
Second Reading 
1 John 5:9-13 
Gospel 
John 17:6-19 
 
May 23rd 
Day of Pentecost 
First Reading 
Acts 2:1-21 
Psalm 
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 
Second Reading 
Romans 8:22-27 
Gospel 
John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 
 
May 30th 
The Holy Trinity 
First Reading 
Acts 2:1-21 
Psalm 
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 
Second Reading 
Romans 8:22-27 
Gospel 
John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 
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“As followers of Jesus, we serve our neighbors locally and globally.”     
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FROM THE DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 
Roger L. Kurtz 

some other trial, have I become hardened and stiff? Does my shell look the same, but on the inside am I 

bitter and tough with a stiff spirit and a hardened heart? Or am I like the coffee bean? The bean actually 

changes the hot water, the very circumstance that brings the pain. When the water gets hot, it releases the 

fragrance and flavor. If you are like the bean, when things are at their worst, you get better and change the 

situation around you. When the hours are the darkest and trials  are their greatest, do you elevate to anoth-

er level? - Author unknown  

Now change the story from “boiling water” to “Covid-19.” Would you be a carrot, an egg, or a coffee 

bean?”  -  

Grace and Peace,  Pastor Oplinger 

On May 23rd  the Christian Church will celebrate Pentecost, a festival observed 50 days after Easter 
Sunday commemorating the descent of the Holy Spirit on the disciples of Jesus following his As-
cension.  Both the organ prelude and postlude that day will feature a work based on “Creator Spirit, 
Heavenly Dove,” a hymn found on page 577 of Evangelical Lutheran Worship that many consider 
to be the quintessential Pentecost hymn.   

Rhabanus Maurus (c. 780-856), the author of  “Creator Spirit, Heavenly Dove,” was a Benedictine 
monk, teacher, and theologian who became Archbishop of Mainz in Germany.  Prior to being or-
dained as a priest, Maurus was in charge of an abbey school in Fulda, Germany, that became one of 
the most important centers of scholarship and book production in Europe. “Creator Spirit, Heavenly 
Dove” is his best-known hymn. Since the 16th century, there have been more than 50 English-
language translations and paraphrases of “Veni Creator Spiritus,” Maurus’ original Latin text.  The 
version appearing in our current hymnal is a composite of several translations.  Appropriate for Pen-
tecost, the hymn is also sung for other occasions that focus on the Holy Spirit, including confirma-
tion, the ordination of clergy, the consecration of bishops, and the dedication of churches.  It is also 
traditionally sung on two monumental occasions:  when the Cardinals enter the Sistine Chapel after 
a new pope has been elected, and before the anointing at every British monarch’s coronation cere-
mony since Charles I in 1625.   

A set of four variations based on "Veni Creator Spiritus," the medieval plainsong melody paired 
with Maurus' text, will be offered as the prelude and postlude on May 23rd.  Written in 1930 by the 
20th-century French organist and composer Maurice Duruflé (1902-1986), the three variations pre-
sented as the prelude show the impressionistic influence of Gabriel Fauré, one of Duruflé's teachers, 
while the fourth variation presented as the postlude is very much in the tradition of the great French 
organ toccatas.  Duruflé  was organist at St. Etienne-du-Mont in Paris from 1930 until 1975 and also 
served as Professor of Harmony at the Paris Conservatory from 1943 until 1969.  As a composer, he 
was extremely self-critical and would only publish music that satisfied his own very high standards; 
consequently, his organ works, though few in number, rank among the best 20th-century composi-
tions for the instrument.   

This year marks the 50th anniversary of an extraordinary event in Lancaster city’s cultural life.  On 
October 17, 1971, Duruflé and his wife, Marie-Madeleine, appeared in concert at First Presbyterian 
Church at the invitation of Reginald Lunt, the church’s Director of Music.  During the first half of 
the program, the Duruflés performed organ works by Bach, Couperin, Clérambault, Buxtehude, 
Franck, and Tournemire.  The second half of the program was a performance of Duruflé’s Requiem, 
which featured the composer as  conductor and his wife as organ accompanist.  A mass choir was 
comprised of singers from the First Presbyterian Chancel Choir, the Franklin and Marshall College 
Glee Club, the Lancaster Opera Workshop Chorus, and the Motet Choir of the Market Square Pres-
byterian Church, Harrisburg.   
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COVID CORNER - MAY 2021 - Updated guidelines for worshipping in a pandemic.  

Here is an update of expectations at this time in relation to how we love our neighbor when we come 

to worship at Jerusalem Evangelical Lutheran Church:  

1. Please wear a mask, except while receiving Holy Communion. (Extra masks are available if you 

have forgotten one or do not have one.) 

2. Two people are invited to ride the elevator at one time.  

3. Every other pew is roped off to respect physical (social) distancing. Family units may sit together, 

otherwise, parishioners will sit 6 feet apart.  

4. Hand sanitizer is available at both the entry doors.  

5. Everyone who assists with worship will wear gloves to keep everyone safe - ushers, Assisting 

Minister and pastor.  

6. Flowers may once again be ordered in honor or memory of someone. But, the person who orders 

the flowers must retrieve them or make arrangements to have them removed from the chancel.  

7. Offering plates are placed at the rear of the church for tithes and offerings. All those who will 

count the offerings after the service will wear gloves.  

8. The ELCA Worship team has issued guidelines for returning to singing in church. The metric sug-

gested is a threshold of 70% to 85% of the nation’s population being fully vaccinated.  

9. Holy Communion will be celebrated in a circle. Those sitting in the outer pews will be the first 

table, coming to the aisle next to them. Those sitting in the center set of pews will be the second ta-

ble. Those sitting on the lectern side moving to the aisle closest to them and those sitting on the pul-

pit side moving to the aisle closest to them. The Pastor and Assisting Ministers will bring commun-

ion to you moving around the circle.  

10. The Pastor will use tongs to give you a wafer in your cupped hands. The Assisting Minister will 

hand you a pre-filled glass of wine or grape juice. 

 

Lititz Community Covid Memorial  

 

"We're all in this together." How many times have we heard that over the past year, as we have car-
ried the burdens of Covid together, one person for another, one community to another? Now we 
have the opportunity to share the griefs and sorrows of Covid together as well. The churches of 
Lititz have joined together to offer a memorial service for all those we have lost in our own commu-
nity to this deadly virus. It will be a time of both lament and hope, for the grace of God has been 
present through it all.  

Join us on Sunday, May 30, at 2:00 pm at the outdoor pavilion of St. Paul's Lutheran Church, 200 
West Orange Street, Lititz. Covid protocols will be followed. For more information, 
see www.hosannalititz.org/covid_memorial or contact Hosanna! A Fellowship of Christians 
at info@hosannalititz.org or 717-626-2560. 

http://www.hosannalititz.org/community_memorial
mailto:info@hosannalititz.org
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PRAYER CONCERNS 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING:   Lynn Beard,  Spencer Ehrhart,  

Brenda Fetter, Jacob Garman, Weston Hertzler, Alma Hollingsworth,  Wendy 

Hoover, Hunter Leisey, Lillian Logeman,   James Martin,  Lucille Martin, Mae 

Maxwell,  Emma Miller, Florence Morgan, Judy Perry, Norma Rhoads, Lisa Ri-

ley,  the family of Linda Stoltzfoos, Gerald Styer, Charles Sweigart,  Trista Win-

quist, Evelyn Wissler, Wyatt Wolfe and Craig Young. Be with Military Person-

nel, First Responders, Healthcare Workers and the helpers and the residents at Nursing Homes.  .  

THANK YOU’S  

 
 *Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

Mission Support 2020 

Thank you to the members of 

Jerusalem (Rothsville) Lutheran Church 

             Lititz, PA from the  

Lower Susquehanna Synod of the ELCA 

in grateful appreciation for giving 

                     $9,608.00 

for mission support beyond the congregation for  

synod and churchwide ministries of the ELCA. 

     - Elizabeth Eaton, Presiding Bishop, ELCA 

     - James Dunlop, Synod Bishop, ELCA  
 

*Lititz Warwick Community Chest 

     On behalf of the board members of the Lititz Warwick Community Chest, I would 

     like to thank you for your recent donation of 30.6 pounds of nonperishable food 

     items to keep the food pantry well stocked.  the donation will be used to help 

     local families through a difficult time.  We are grateful to be part of a generous 

     and caring community. - Patty Pfennig, Communication Coordinator (LWCC) 
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May 2021 
 

 
Mon TueS Wed ThuRS Fri Sat 

    

 

  1 

! 

2 

9am Holy  

 Communion 
 

 

3 

 

4 

3:00pm Finance 

Committee  

Meeting 

 

5 

 

6 7 8 

 9:00 am to 3:00 pm

Central PA Blood 

Drive 

9 9am Holy  

Communion and 

Installation of  

Congregational 

Council Members 

 
 

10 

 

11 

 

12 

 

13 14 15 

16 

9am Holy  

 Communion 
 

 

17 

7pm  

Congregational 

Council Meeting  

 

18 

Primary Election 

Day 

 

 

19 

 

20 

 

21 22 

23  9am Holy  

 Communion 

 
 

 

3o 9am Holy  

Communion  

24 

 

 

31 

25 

 

 

26 

 

27 28 29 
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MAY CELEBRATIONS 

 May Birthdays 

Best wishes to those celebrating in May. If your special day was missed, please contact Tracy in the church office - (717)626-8972 

May Anniversaries of Baptism 

 1 - Byron Miller 

 3 - Dennis Styer 

 5 - Zachary Frantz 

 5 - Allison Zimmerman 

 8 - Odel Anderson 

 9 - Dean Carson 

10 - Brad Clubb 

10 - Jeff Schreiber 

11 - Michele Haefner 

15 - Brett Carson 

15 - Morgan Haefner 

16 - Charlotte Scheid 

18 - Bradley Burkholder 

18 - Ryan Carson 

18 - Michelle Fetter Colon 

20 - James Wolfe 

21 - Charles Ackley 

24 - Lamar Wolf 

27 - Michael Fetter 

30 - Alicia Scheid 

 

May Wedding Anniversaries 

Rodney ♥ Natalie Rhoads-1996 celebrate 25 years on May 5th 

Michael ♥ Sue Fetter celebrate 19 years on May 11th 

Linda ♥ Robert Nafe celebrate 28 years on May 15th 

Odel ♥ Chrystine Anderson celebrate 63 years on May 25th 

Scott ♥ Marianna Kopp celebrate 47  years on May 26th 

 

Andrew Carson – 5/6/79 

Roger Kurtz – 5/11/75 

Lamar Wolf — 5/11/75 

Jennifer Wolf Fry — 5/11/80 

Jessica Wolf — 5/11/80 

Daniel Volker — 5/11/80 

Derek Zimmerman — 5/11/08 

Cameron Zimmerman — 5/11/08 

Allison Zimmerman – 5/11/08 

Allison Clubb — 5/17/08 

Chase Clubb — 5/17/15 

Timothy Feeg — 5/18/80 

Amanda Nafe — 5/19/94 

Amanda Carson — 5/19/85 

Laura Bowman —5/21/67 

Judith Frantz — 5/29/89  

Rodney Rhoads — 5/30/54 
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 Blood Drive 
Saturday, May 8th 

9:00 am - 3:00 pm 
Jerusalem Evangelical Lutheran 

Church 
36 Church Street, Lititz Pa 17543 - In the Social Hall 

• We strongly suggest you schedule an appointment to donate blood.  
Appointments help us improve your donation experience.  
• Walk-Ins are welcome; however, donors with appointments will be  
taken first and this may result in a significant wait time. 
• Masks are required.  
If you aren’t wearing a mask, we will provide one for you. 
 

Everyone will receive a pair of Lancaster Barnstormer ticket 
vouchers, good for any 2021 regular season game! 
 

CALL TO DONATE: 1-800-771-0059 
A form of ID is REQUIRED to donate • 717giveblood.org 
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14th Annual Bake Sale 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, May 23rd 

“As followers of Jesus we serve our neighbors locally and globally” 

May means the Service Committee’s Annual Bake Sale 

 

A portion of the monies raised will provide 8 million families 

with a bag of groceries at each of our three Community Meals. 

Please bring your favorite dessert for the auction.  The auc-

tion will take place after worship on 5/23/21. 

 

If you have any questions, please speak with Joyce Burkholder 

(717)733-9569.  See you May 23rd! 

Thank you for your continued support! 

In Christian Love, 

The Service Committee 



9 

 

Willis Beam 
411 A East Main Street 
Leola, PA  17540 
(717) 203-4941 
Birthday: October 7 

 
Jacob Garman  
United Zion Ret. Community 
722 Furnace Hills Pike,  
Room 130 
Lititz, PA   17543 
Birthday: April 1 

 
Alma Hollingsworth 
Room 602, Muhlenberg Lodge 
300 St. Mark Drive 
Lititz, PA   17543 
Birthday: September 21 
 
 
 

Lillian Logeman 
Keystone Villa, Room 321 
100 North State Street 
Ephrata, PA  17522 
Landline (717) 738-5821 
Cell (717) 888-0371 
Birthday: August 31 

 
Jim & Lucille Martin 

536 Brookshire Avenue 

Manheim, Pa 17545 

Landline (717)664-4319 

Cell (717)-598-8003 

Lucille’s Cell (717)615-2283 

Jim’s Birthday:  Nov. 10th 

Lucille’s Birthday:  April 
18th 
 
 
 
 

Norma Rhoads 
2646 Camp Road 
Manheim, Pa 17545 
Birthday: September 24 
 
 
Evelyn Wissler 
321 Meadow Valley Road 
Lititz, PA  17543 
Birthday: April 14 

HOME COMMUNION MEMBERS A call, dropping a card, or a visit... 

Remember Our 

 
 

Lititz-Warwick Community 
Chest Food Bank  
 
May’s Food Bank Suggestions: 

 
• Canned fruit 
• Rice - plain white or brown or     flavored 
• Cold breakfast cereal 

 
 
 

Items can be placed in the drop  boxes in the  
narthex - thank you! 

PRIMARY ELECTION DAY 
Tuesday May 18, 2021  
 

Jerusalem Evangelical Lutheran Church has been 

designated as the polling site for Millport District 

of the Lancaster Board of Elections.  

Volunteers would be welcome to be present 

throughout the day, especially first thing in the 

morning. Pastor will be present throughout the 

day, but cannot be there first thing in the morning 

as she will be voting where she lives before com-

ing to church.  

Please call pastor at 484-388-0563, e-mail @ 

boplinger42@verizon.net if you can spend even an 

hour at church during this election day. 

 

June’s Newsletter deadline is May 15th. Please 

submit articles and information to  Shelby in the 

church office by email:   

jerusaluth@windstream.net or by placing a note 

in her office administrator mailbox. 

mailto:jerusaluth@windstream.net
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Jerusalem Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes 
 

Date:  March 16, 2021 

 

“As followers of Jesus, we serve our neighbors locally and globally.” 

  

Present:  Pastor Oplinger, Rene Amey, Chrystine and Odel Anderson, Joyce Burkholder, Brenda Fetter, 

Zachary Fetter, Larrie Miller, Florence Morgan, Mel Ravegum, Jean Slaymaker, J.D. Wissler 

Absent:  Jim Martin 

Guests:  Tim Hoffman – Hoffman Computer Associates  

Devotions were led by:  Pastor Oplinger – Rejecting the Heresy of Individualism. 

Meeting led by:  Rene Amey, Council President 

Recognition: 

1. Father Peter Pearson for all his help and instruction with the Zoom meetings. 

2. Pastor Oplinger and all who helped with the Ashes to Go and Holy Communion on Ash  

 Wednesday. 

3. Brad and Jill Clubb for being voting members to synod for 2021. 

4, Pastor Oplinger for organizing and setting up the Zoom services for Jerusalem. 

Reports:   

Pastor’s Report:   

1. Tim Hoffman from Hoffman Computer Associates explained our current Windstream and 

phone services (current internet speed is 8 mbps) He also provided Blue Ridge April pricing 

plans.  Discussion took place.  Larrie Miller reported we are already paying Windstream 

$170.00 per month for their service.  There was a unanimous verbal vote to change internet 

and phone services to Blue Ridge.  This cost will include Pro100 plus phone line and modem 

rental for $105.99 per month for three years.  Also included is $100.00 credit when you switch 

from a competitor. 

2. Returning to in person worship discussion took place.  Mel Ravegum made a motion to return 

to in person worship on Palm Sunday, March 28th and Jean Slaymaker seconded and the mo-

tion was approved.  Will also do Zoom with in person services. 

3. Central PA Blood Bank drive will take place May 8, 2021 from 9 am – 3 pm in church social 

hall. Pastor Oplinger will be asking for volunteers for that day. 

4. Tuesday, May 18 is Primary Election and Millport District will be using our facility. The May 

Church Council meeting will be changed to Monday, May 17, 2021. 

5. Becoming a Hybrid Church- - Pastor Oplinger has provided a book with information regarding 

this. 
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Secretary’s Report:  

Jean Slaymaker made a motion to accept the secretary’s report of February 16, 2021 with an 

amendment to the following under Cemetery Reports,  Florence Morgan reports a recommenda-

tion has been made that the price of burial lots be increased and that Ray Bowman will be paid 

for his services.  Joyce Burkholder seconded and the motion was approved. 

Treasurer’s Report: 

The March 6, 2021 Treasurer’s report was distributed to Council members.  J.D. Wissler made a 

motion to accept the report, subject to audit,  and Brenda Fetter seconded.  The motion was ap-

proved. 

Treasurer Larrie Miller commented on the following: 

1. Where should $1278.00 for mission be disbursed? Discussion took place. Brenda Fetter made 

a motion to divide the amount and give equal amounts to the Sudanese Lutheran Church in 

Harrisburg and the United Lutheran Seminary Scholarship Fund in Gettysburg, Pa.  Zachary 

Fetter seconded and the motion was approved. 

2. Flyway Excavation takes no money for their snow removal services.  Discussion took place.  

Florence Morgan made a motion to give a $500.00 donation to the charity of Flyway’s  

      choosing.  Brenda Fetter seconded and the motion was approved. 

3. Larrie Miller reported $100.00 has been provided for fabric for quilts and yarn for hats.  As of 

now, Lois Mearig has completed ten quilts. 

Old Business:  There will be a combined Sunrise Easter Service at Millport Mennonite Church on Easter 

Sunday.  More information to follow. 

New Business:  Pastor Oplinger will check when we will be able to sing at our worship service. 

Committee Reports: 

Sunday School:  No Report 

Worship and Music:  Pastor Oplinger and Roger have planned the following services: Palm Sunday, 

Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Sunday.   

Cemetery:  A meeting is planned for next Monday.   

Memorial:  No Report 

Finance:  See Treasurer’s report 

Property:  Fire extinguishers have been updated and elevator has been inspected.   

Service:  An Easter card and craft item made by Deb Carson and her grandchildren, Nicholas and Ryan 

Carson have been delivered to the homebound. 

Stewardship:  Pastor Oplinger using Snippet messages from Pastor Rob Blezzard 
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Reminder Dates:   

 Palm Sunday – March 28, 2021 

 Maundy Thursday – April 1, 2021 

 Good Friday – April 2, 2021 

 Easter – April 4, 2021 

Easter Sunrise Service – April 4, 2021 at 6:30 am at Millport Mennonite  

Next Meeting:  April 20, 2021 

Announcements/Correspondences: 

A Thank you was received from Seafarer’s International for the fifty plus beautiful hand knitted hats. 

A Thank you was received from the Lititz/Warwick Community chest for 30.8 pounds of food items. 

Adjournment: 

Jean Slaymaker made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Odel Anderson seconded.  The meeting was 

adjourned and closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Brenda Fetter, Council Secretary  

 

 

 

Worship Leaders for May 2021 
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STAINED GLASS WINDOW RENOVATIONS  

 A rich history accompanies the beauty of stained glass windows. Staining glass dates 

back to the Roman Empire, however, using glass for windows only began in the 7th century 

CE. The stained glass was used to adorn abbeys, convents and religious buildings. From the 

Middle Ages on, each architectural style was accompanied by more light and color in stained 

glass windows. By the Renaissance, stained glass windows served more than an aesthetic ave-

nue. They became teaching tools to tell the stories of the Bible and church history, because 

most people were unable to read.  

 The history of Jerusalem’s stained glass windows dates back to September 28, 1902, 

when the Council ordered stained glass windows to replace the colored window glass in the 

church. In 1924, Memorial Windows also replaced the colored glass windows. (These are the 

windows we have now). In 1975, the stained glass windows were repaired.  

 An ad hoc committee was formed to address the needs of keeping the integrity of the 

stained glass windows. Companies were contacted and the committee visited a church where 

the work of the selected artisan had completed work.  

 Beginning in May, Ehrhart Stained Glass, Inc. of York will begin removing one or two 

windows at a time to repair or enhance the current window. The total cost for this project is 

$54,596.00. Congregational Council has approved the use of current memorial funds as well 

as money from the Carpenter Fund to fund this project. At the same time, it was also felt im-

portant for the disciples of Jerusalem to be an important part of this project by gifting funds in 

memory or in honor of a loved one for a window or portion of a window. There would be an 

acknowledgement of that gift in the form of a plaque in proximity of the window.  

 Please make your wishes known to John David Wissler, if you desire to contribute to 

the stained glass window renovations.  
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Stewards of our elders’ wisdom 

“Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the Lord 

your God is giving you.” –Exodus 20:12 

This month and next, as our culture celebrates Mothers Day and Fathers Day, God’s people 

can make the occasions much more substantive than just greeting cards, gifts, and dinners for a 

few select relatives.  

Instead, we can lift up the knowledge, wisdom and perspective that we possess from not only 

the mother and father figures in our own circles, but all the older men and women who have 

enriched our communities with their lives and experiences.  

The wisdom of the past has helped people of every age to navigate the challenges of their 

times. Many communities in the world honor, respect, and value as “elders” their oldest mem-

bers.  It’s something we surely can use in 21st century North America.  Ours is a time of un-

precedented change – both in the sweep of change and in the speed at which things are chang-

ing.  

Our older members can give us perspective and patience and wisdom. Here are some ideas: 

Engage elders about issues facing you, your congregation and community. Listen deeply. Take 

notes.  

Enter into their thought world: How do they frame issues? What are their underlying assump-

tions? What sources help inform and inspire them? 

Compare their approaches to seeing the world and navigating challenges with your own. What 

is helpful? What can assist you?  

Learning from our elder mother and father figures may be the best way to not only honor them, 

but also help us find our own way in life. 

--Rob Blezard 

Copyright © 2021, Rev. Robert Blezard. Reprinted by permission. Pastor Blezard serves as 
pastor of St. Paul Lutheran Church, Aberdeen, Maryland, and works as content editor for 
www.stewardshipoflife.org. He blogs at www.thestewardshipguy.com. 

http://www.stewardshipoflife.org
file:///C:/Users/rblezard/AppData/Sharron/Downloads/www.thestewardshipguy.com
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The Service Committee has two special year long projects—knitting hats and 

making quilts. 

If you are interested in helping to fund these projects, please place  a check or 

money order in an envelope marked “Service Projects”  

Any questions, contact Joyce Burkholder at 717-733-9569 

 

Thanks for your support 

 

The Service Committee 

 

 

 
On March 28, 2021, The following members have completed the CPR/AED recertification 

training.  
 

Pastor Oplinger, Brenda Fetter, Zachary Fetter, Patti Stripling, Mel Ravegum,  
Floss Morgan and Janet Craley 

 

Good morning, Rev. Bonnie M. Oplinger & Members of Jerusalem Congregation,  

I hope this message finds you well and healthy with your family and Jerusalem families. It has been a while 
Rev. Oplinger since we last saw each other at the 2019 synod assembly at Messiah College. Yes, deadly vi-
ruses forced and pushed  many of our congregations to edge in terms of gathering in person and socializing 
life. We all are keeping hope, faith, love, and praying to God to make things better soon. Thankfully, God is 
present and he continues his saving grace in our lives. Besides, I just got you a generous check of $636 a 
while ago and I really appreciate your gift, especially in this unfolding situation. You are absolutely right, 
Our time at Seminary is very rewarding and memorable and productive. Thank you and your gener-
ous congregation to remember me and the Harrisburg Sudanes Worshiping Community in this diffi-
cult situation. I will let them know and again, thank you very much and happy Holy Week. 

Pastor Del Akech Del 

Harrisburg Sudanese Worshiping Community 

Harrisburg, PA 17110 
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Jerusalem Evangelical Lutheran Church 
36 Church Street, Rothsville (Lititz), Pennsylvania  17543 

 

 

717.626.8972 | www.jerusaluth.org | jerusaluth@windstream.net 

Pastor’s email: jerusaluthpastor@windstream.net 

 

Office hours: Monday, Wednesday Friday 1:30 pm to 5:30 pm 

 

The Reverend Bonnie M. Oplinger, Pastor 

Mr. Roger L. Kurtz, Director of Music 

Shelby Hoover, Office Administrator 

Joan C. Dull, Sexton 

Congregation, Ministers 

Jerusalem Evangelical Lutheran Church 
36 Church Street 
Lititz, PA  17543 

http://www.jerusaluth.org
mailto:jerusaluth@windstream.net

