JERUSALEM JOURNAL
“As followers of Jesus, we serve our neighbors locally and globally.”

February
2021 Readings
February 7th:
Fifth Sunday after Epiphany
First Reading
Isaiah 40:21-31
Psalm
Psalm 147:1-11, 20c
Second Reading
1 Corinthians 9:16-23
Gospel
Mark 1:29-39
February 14th:
Transfiguration of Our Lord
First Reading
2 Kings 2:1-12
Psalm
Psalm 50:1-6
Second Reading
2 Corinthians 4:3-6
Gospel
Mark 9:2-9
February 17th:
Ash Wednesday
First Reading
Joel 2:1-2, 12-17
Psalm
Psalm 51:1-17
Second Reading
2 Corinthians 5:20b--6:10
Gospel
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21
February 21st:
First Sunday in Lent
First Reading
Genesis 9:8-17
Psalm
Psalm 25:1-10
Second Reading
1 Peter 3:18-22
Gospel
Mark 1:9-15
February 28th:
Second Sunday in Lent
First Reading
Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16
Psalm
Psalm 22:23-31
Second Reading
Romans 4:13-25
Gospel
Mark 8:31-38

February 2021

PASTOR’S PONDERABLES
FEBRUARY 2021
PATIENT TRUST

Above all, trust in the slow work of God.
We are quite naturally impatient in everything
to reach the end without delay.
We should like to skip the intermediate stages.
We are impatient of being on the way to something unknown,
something new.
And yet it is the law of all progress
that it is made by passing through
some stages of instability –
and that it may take a very long time.
And so I think it is with you;
your ideas mature gradually - let them grow,
let them shape themselves, without undue haste.
Do not try to force them on
as though you could be today what time
(that is to say, grace and circumstances acting on your own good will)
will make of you tomorrow.
Only God could say what this new spirit gradually forming within you will
be.
Give our Lord the benefit of believing that his (sic) hand is leading you,
and accept the anxiety of feeling yourself in suspense and incomplete.
- Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, S.J.
Grace and peace to you,
Pastor Bonnie M. Oplinger
Pastor Bonnie Oplinger
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Love Your Neighbor
Jesus said, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and
with all your mind. This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it: You
shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments hang all the law and the
prophets.” –Matthew 22:37-40
What a shame that February – the one month of the year with keen focus on love – is also the
shortest. We sure could use a lot more love in our world, especially for our neighbor.
The last 12 months have been particularly hard, as race riots, a divisive election and civil unrest have all unfolded against the traumatic backdrop of the Covid-19 pandemic. Currently in
very short supply, more love for neighbor would go a long way in helping us to solve our problems.
Love for neighbor is integral to not only good discipleship, but also good stewardship. The
greater the “love for neighbor” factor in our lives, the better stewards we will be of every
blessing God provides – creation, time, relationships, money, possessions, health, to name just
a few. By cultivating love for neighbor we will also enjoy a happier life and promote a healthier and more civil society.
The opposite is also true. Cultivating enmity for neighbor leaves us sour, selfish and cynical,
while also making our nation angry and selfish.

This year make February “Love Your Neighbor” month in your personal devotions and your
congregational life. Give the concept breathing room in your life. Keep it in your thoughts,
sow it in our heart, talk about it to your family and friends.
Pray for God to teach you what it means to love our neighbor. Pray for God to give you the
strength and will to live it. And watch as love heals and invigorates your life … and our world.
–Rob Blezard
Copyright © 2021, Rev. Robert Blezard. Pastor Blezard serves as pastor of St. Paul Lutheran Church, Aberdeen, MD, and works as
content editor for www.stewardshipoflife.org. He blogs at www.thestewardshipguy.com.
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FROM THE DIRECTOR OF MUSIC
Roger L. Kurtz
As we begin our 40-day Lenten journey on Ash Wednesday (February 17), may the words of
Ernst Christoph Homburg (1605-1681) below be a source of personal contemplation and devotion. Found in the Lenten section of Evangelical Lutheran Worship (p. 339), “Christ, the
Life of All the Living” was written by Homburg in 1659 as a “hymn of thanksgiving to [our]
Redeemer and Savior for his bitter sufferings.” A lawyer by profession, Homburg authored
numerous love and drinking songs in his early life. After a challenging period of family illness, he experienced a religious conversion and dedicated himself to writing hymns for the
purpose of expressing and strengthening his own faith.

Catherine Winkworth (1827-1878), who translated Homburg’s German text into English, did
more than any other single individual to make the rich heritage of German hymnody available
to the English-speaking world. Born in London and educated initially by her mother, she
lived with relatives in Dresden, Germany, in 1845. During this time, she acquired her
knowledge of German and interest in German hymnody. Her English translations of German
chorale texts were published in two series of Lyra Germanica (1855, 1858) and in The Chorale Book for England (1863). Eighteen of her hymn translations appear in ELW, including
“Comfort, Comfort Now My People” (#256), “All My Heart Again Rejoices” (#273),
“Dearest Jesus, We Are Here” (#443), “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word” (#517),
“Dearest Jesus, at Your Word” (#520), “Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now” (#527), “Open
Now Thy Gates of Beauty” (#533), “O Living Bread from Heaven” (#542), “All Depends on
Our Possessing” (#589), “Jesus Lives, My Sure Defense” (#621), “Lord, Thee I Love with
All My Heart” (#750), “Jesus, Priceless Treasure” (#775), “O Holy Spirit, Enter In” (#786),
“O God, My Faithful God” (#806), “Now Thank We All Our God” (#839/840), “Praise to the
Lord, the Almighty” (#858), and “In Thee Is Gladness” (#867). Winkworth’s commemoration day on the ELCA Calendar of Saints is July 1st.
1 Christ, the life of all the living,
Christ, the death of death, our foe,
Christ, yourself for me once giving
to the darkest depths of woe:
through your suff’ring, death, and merit
life eternal I inherit.
Thousand, thousand thanks are due,
dearest Jesus, unto you.
2 You have suffered great affliction
and have borne it patiently,
even death by crucifixion,
fully to atone for me;
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FEBRUARY CELEBRATIONS
February Birthdays
6 - Lindsay Volker

26 - Joyce Burkholder

10 - Kelly Smith

26 - Jennifer Carroll

13 - Amanda Nafe

26 - Kala Stripling Wolfe

16 - Ross Clubb

27 - Linda Nafe

18 - Jessica Wolf
19 - Chad Morgan
20 - Doris Witwer
21 - Aaron Stripling

February Anniversaries of Baptism
Elaine Mensch 2/7
Grant Clubb 2/15/98
Best wishes to those celebrating in February. If your special day was missed, please contact Shelby in the church office - (717)626-8972

PRAYER CONCERNS
PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING: Charles Ackley, Nate Barnica, Lynn Beard,
Dorothy Carvell & Family, Tyler Cassel, Brad Clubb & Family, Spencer Ehrhart, Brenda Fetter, Jacob Garman, Weston Hertzler, Alma Hollingsworth, Lillian Logeman, James Martin, Ken Martin,
Lucille Martin, Mae Maxwell, Doug Michael, Florence Morgan, Norma Rhoads, Lisa Riley, Sandy
Irwin, Gerald Styer, Charles Sweigart, Trista Winquist, Evelyn Wissler, Wyatt Wolfe and Craig
Young. Be with Military Personnel, First Responders, Healthcare Workers and the helpers and the
residents at Nursing Home.
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LETTERS OF THANKS FROM OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES.

Dear Rev. Oplinger and the “knitting disciples” of Jerusalem Evangelical Lutheran Church,
We received your generous and beautiful hand-knitted f(62! of them) warm hats for our seafarers and we are so grateful. They are as beautiful as they are well-crafted and they will be
so appreciated by our seafarers was winter is upon us. Especially during this time of Covid,
seafarers are more isolated and “stranded” aboard ships than ever and the git of hats provides two focal mission points. They are assured that they are not forgotten during this pandemic and they are assured that God loves them in Jesus’ name through the handiwork of
the caring people of Rothsville, PA.
God bless you for your Christmas Immanuel - God with us - gifts.
Peace, Pastor Marsh Drege,
SEAFARERS INTERNATIONAL HOUSE,
NEW YORK, NY
Dear Pastor and Members of Jerusalem Lutheran Church,

Thank you so much for your generous donation of $325 to Luthercare! Because of you,
we’re able to come together in community to help families throughout Lancaster and
Lebanon Counties.
Your gift of $325 for the Friends of Luther Acres 2020 Project to the Childcare Scholarship
Fund for COVID-19 Relief truly enables us to make a difference in the lives of those we
serve and we-re so grateful for your partnership with us in this
work.
In service, Ryan Fisher, Director of Philanthropy

Lititz-Warwick Community
Chest Food Bank
Items to add to your weekly shopping trips: Canned fruit,
juice for children (no prune or tomato please) and oatmeal.
Items can be placed in the labeled drop box in the narthex.
THANK YOU!
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HOME COMMUNION MEMBERS A call, dropping a card, or a visit...
Willis Beam
411 A East Main Street
Leola, PA 17540
(717) 203-4941
Birthday: October 7
Jacob Garman
United Zion Ret. Community
722 Furnace Hills Pike,
Room 130
Lititz, PA 17543
Birthday: April 1
Alma Hollingsworth
Room 602, Muhlenberg Lodge
300 St. Mark Drive
Lititz, PA 17543
Birthday: September 21

Lillian Logeman
Keystone Villa, Room 321
100 North State Street
Ephrata, PA 17522
Landline (717) 738-5821
Cell (717) 888-0371
Birthday: August 31

Evelyn Wissler
321 Meadow Valley Road
Lititz, PA 17543
Birthday: April 14

Norma Rhoads
149 Owl Hill Rd.
Lititz, Pa 17543
Birthday: September 24
Lisa Riley
WSM - 210 Prince St.
Lancaster, Pa 17603
Birthday: December 25

Dear Disciples of Jerusalem Evangelical
Lutheran Church, My heart is overflowing
Many thanks to the congregation for the generous
with gratitude for your thoughtful and
Christmas bonus and lovely poinsettia plant. Your kindness
and thoughtfulness are very much appreciated! Like you, I generous gifts to me this Christmas. You
show your appreciation in so many enlook forward to the time we are able to meet for worship
dearing ways - through morsels to eat,
and it is once again safe to follow the psalmist’s instruction in the first two verses of Psalm 96 literally: “Sing to music, cards of greeting to celebrate God’s
the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth. Sing greatest gift to us, and the monetary exto the Lord, bless His name; proclaim good tidings of His
pression of your regard for your pastor. I
salvation from day to day.”
am truly touched and thankful for all you
do and say that makes us church togethBest wishes to all for a blessed and healthy 2021!
er.
Roger
Grace and peace to all of you, Pastor
Bonnie Oplinger
Dear Jerusalem family,
A Note of Gratitude

Thank you very much for Christmas
gift. It was very much appreciated

Thank you to everyone at Jerusalem for the
Christmas gift. I look forward to church re-opening
and life getting back to somewhat normal. Stay safe
and healthy. Thanks again,
Joan Dull

Shelby Hoover
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COVID CORNER - FEBRUARY 2021
TIME OF REMEMBRANCE On January 19, 2019 at 5:30 pm, our nation remembered the
400,000 souls who died from COVID-19. A ceremony was held at the reflecting pool near the Lincoln Memorial in Washington DC, and churches around the country were invited to toll their bells
and light up their church in remembrance of all those who passed from life to life since COVID entered our country. Jerusalem Evangelical Lutheran Church participated in this service of remembrance by lighting up our church and by tolling our bell 40 times. Each toll represented 10,000 people who lost their lives from this novel virus.
RETURNING TO INDOOR WORSHIP When will we come to church to worship? This question
is on everyone’s lips as we have experienced a number of different ways to keep our congregation
worshipping during this pandemic. The Congregational Council made the decision at their most recent meeting in January that it would be safe to return to worship when the daily rate of new cases
was below 100/day or when the positivity rate for Lancaster County was 5% or less. Here are some
statistics to ponder: September 2020 - we worshipped outside - the average daily rate was 50 new
cases/day. October 2020 - we worshipped inside - the average daily rate was 71 new covid cases/day.
Nov. 2020 - mid month indoor worship was suspended - the average daily rate was 244 new cases/
day. December 2020 - the average daily rate was 380 new covid cases/day January 2021 - the average daily rate was 320 new covid cases/day
IMPOSITION OF ASHES As Lutheran Christians, we mark the beginning of Lent with this sacred
and meaningful practice, the imposition of ashes. The use of ashes as a symbol of repentance is an
ancient practice, often used as an external mark of penitence in the Jewish tradition.
Ashes remind us of God’s condemnation of sin, of our earthly existence and the brevity of the human
condition. “Dust you are and to dust you shall return.” (Genesis 3:19). Ashes also suggest cleansing and renewal. We receive the ashes in the form of the Cross, recalling our designation as children
of God at our Baptism. Even as the ashes remind us of the end of human life, we look forward to new
life at Easter.
Ash Wednesday, February 17, 2021, you are invited to receive ASHES TO GO. from 7 am until 3
pm. If you drive your car through the canopied entrance to the church, you are invited to receive the
Imposition of Ashes and Holy Communion.
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Marked for Life - Part 2 - “The Plot Thickens
Conflict and Controversy in Jesus' Ministry
For Openers:
When you were young, what was the biggest trouble you ever got in to?
What was the fanciest or most expensive place that you have ever eaten?
The most fun I’ve had at a wedding was when...
For Your Information:
Read 1.45 and 3.7. Note how they are similar. They provide a ‘framing’ for what will happen in
2.1-3.6.
As you work through the readings for this session, fill in the table below. (You may wish to print
the table.)
You will note that we are working through five stories which deal with controversies Jesus has
with the Jewish authorities. (An X means there is no answer for that square.)
Read Mark 2.1-12.
Note the structure of this story: A healing story in verses 1-5 and 11-12 framing the controversy
in 6-10.
Verse 4 on digging through the roof: In rural Palestine, a roof would have been made of crossbeams covered with thatch and dried mud.
Verses 6-7: Scribes (see 1.22!) were trained experts in Jewish legal interpretation. Blasphemy
was a capital offense. It is the ultimate charge against Jesus in 14.64.
Verse 10: Jesus regularly used the title "Son of Man" to refer to himself in an oblique fashion.
Note that we understand that Jesus is referring to himself here, but technically he does not explicitly say so.
Read Mark 2.13-17
Levi son of Alphaeus is never mentioned again in Mark. In the parallel passage in Matthew 9.913, however, this tax collector is identified as Matthew, one of the twelve disciples. As a tax collector, Levi would have been despised by other Jews for being an agent of Roman power and his
probable dishonest dealings. (Tax collectors were able to keep everything over the sum they
were required to collect for their region.)
Pharisees: A group of law-observant Jews concerned to bring all of Jewish society into conformity with the Torah (Law) just as God had commanded.
Read Mark 2.18-22
John’s disciples: John the Baptist had a group of followers who were active even after his death.
See Mark 6.29 and Acts 18.24-19.7.
Fasting was a sign of repentance (see Jonah 3.7-9) which observant Jews were to practice regularly. See Leviticus 16.29; Zechariah 7.5; Ezra 8.21-23.
Read Mark 2.23-28.
A person was not supposed to work on the sabbath day, and, according to Exodus 34.21, this included harvesting. The Pharisees evidently regarded what the disciples were doing by plucking
heads of grain to eat as work. (It was acceptable to eat grain from another’s field. See Deuteronomy 23.25.)
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Jesus refers to a event in David’s life recorded in 1 Samuel 21.1-6.

Read Mark 3.1-6.
The normal understanding of Sabbath law did allow for action to be taken if any life was in danger. A "withered hand" would not be regarded as life-threatening, however.
The Herodians mentioned here appear again in 12.13. They apparently are some group associated
with the family of King Herod. The point seems to be that both religious (Pharisees) and political
(Herodians) groups have realized the dangerous threat that Jesus poses.
For Later:
Think of a friend who could use some help or support or spiritual encouragement from you. Help
that person!
You may want to consider fasting. It is a practice that is especially appropriate during Lent as a
sign of repentance. It could mean a day-long fast, skipping a meal or a snack, or simply not having that donut at church until after you have been refreshed with the bread and wine of Christ’s
body and blood!
Plan ways in which you will honor the sabbath day.
Make a daily remembrance of your own Baptism by making the sign of the cross when you
awake.
Remember, you have been marked for life!
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Jerusalem Evangelical Lutheran Church
Council Meeting Minutes
Date: November 17, 2020
“As followers of Jesus, we serve our neighbors locally and globally.”
Present: Pastor Oplinger, Rene Amey, Chrystine and Odel Anderson, Joyce Burkholder,
Brenda Fetter,
Larrie Miller, Mel Ravegum, Kathy Schreiber, Jean Slaymaker, J.D. Wissler
Guests: None
Devotions were led by: Pastor Oplinger – Future Faith – Seeing through Non-Western Eyes
Meeting led by: J.D. Wissler
Recognition:
Election Day:
Andy Anderson
Brenda Fetter
Rene Amey
Jean Slaymaker
Janet Craley
Ken Craley
Mel Ravegum.
Community Meal:
Andy Anderson
Jill Clubb
Joyce Burkholder
Robert Vanderwild (potatoes)
Knitting:
Emma Miller
Scott Klopp
Lillian Logeman
Deb Carson

Worship:
J.D. Wissler
Jean Slaymaker
Brenda Fetter
Emma Miller
Larrie Miller
Rene Amey
Finance Committee:
Larrie Miller
Ken Craley
Ad hoc COVID committee:
Janet Craley
Brenda Fetter
Lucille Martin
Leslie Miller
Beth Trachte

Worship:
Andy Anderson
Chrystine Anderson
Claude Grube
Joyce Burkholder
Zachary Fetter
Jill Clubb
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Trunk or Treat:
Rene Amey
Joyce Burkholder
Dave Carson
Deb Carson
Jill Clubb
Mike Fetter
Zach Fetter
Brenda Fetter
Pastor Oplinger

Reports:
Pastor’s Report: A written Pastor’s report was distributed to Council and was approved as written and with the discussion of the following:
1. Suspension of in-person worship due to the increasing coronavirus case numbers in
Pennsylvania. A Guidance update from Bishop Dunlop was included. Discussion
took place. Rene Amey made a motion for the suspension of church services for the
next three weeks, which consists of the following dates: November 22, November
29, and December 6. Joyce Burkholder seconded and the motion was approved.
2. Expectations of Congregational council members was distributed to council members. Members are to review and update and bring to next meeting.
3. Using church for virtual learning by students of the Warwick School District. Discussion took place. Details of needs given to each council member. As of now, Jerusalem is not a candidate for this.
4. Religious organization approached the Pastor with wanting to buy the church. This
organization was informed the property is “not for sale”
5. Conducting Congregational meetings – guidance from synod. Copies given to each
council member to review.
6. Pastor did report she has two council candidates. They are Florence Morgan and
Zachary Fetter.
Secretary’s Report: Jean Slaymaker made a motion to accept the October 20, 2020
council minutes as written and Mel Ravegum seconded. The motion was approved.
Treasurer’s Report: A November 4th, 2020 Treasurer’s report was distributed to council
members. Joyce Burkholder made a motion to accept the report subject to audit, and
Kathy Schreiber seconded and the motion was approved.
Old Business: J.D. Wissler reported the stained glass window repairs will be starting in May
of 2021

New Business: The 2021 Congregational Budget was distributed and reviewed by Larrie
Miller, Treasurer. Line 20 was the Youth Ministry Savings Account. Larrie Miller made a
motion to change the Youth Account to Youth Ministry and Seminary Student Education and
Rene Amey seconded. The motion was approved. Line 24, Vacation Bible School will be
zero since we do not do Bible School, Line 31, sandwiches for area police has been deleted.
Line 114, Synod Benevolence Goal has been increased to $9750.00. Jean Slaymaker made a
motion to accept the 2021 Budget as presented and Brenda Fetter seconded. The motion was
approved.
Treasurer, Larrie Miller asked if Tracy Lagaza should be payed for 10 hours of instruction
with the new Office Administrator. Discussion took place and the answer was affirmative.
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Worship and Music: Committee met and planned Advent Services and discussed Christmas Services. Service Committee is collecting for four needy families. Luther Acres is
having an appeal for scholarship donations for their daycare. Larrie Miller reported ten
poinsettias have been ordered for Christmas and members can purchase.
Cemetery: None
Memorial: None
Finance: None
Property: New exterior LED lights will be installed at a cost of $400.00 to $500.00.
Service:
1. Thirty five meals were distributed on November 16th.
2. Eight $25.00 gift cards were obtained and three were given out.
3. Fifty 10 pound bags of potatoes were donated by Robert Vanderwald. Fifteen bags
were handed out at the Community meal and the remaining thirty five bags will be
given to the Lititz/Warwick Community Food Bank.
4. Christmas tree lights and candles will be placed in the sanctuary.
Stewardship: Pastor getting “Snippets”
Reminder Dates: Start reminding committee chairman to do their reports for the Annual
Report.
Next Meeting: December 15, 2020
Announcements/Correspondences: Thank you from Lillian Logeman for Pastor
Oplinger’s visit and Holy Communion.
Adjournment: Rene Amey made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Mel Ravegum seconded. The meeting was adjourned and closed with The Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Brenda Fetter, Council Secretary
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36 Church Street
Lititz, PA 17543

Jerusalem Evangelical Lutheran Church

Jerusalem Evangelical Lutheran Church
36 Church Street, Rothsville (Lititz), Pennsylvania 17543

Sunday Morning Worship – 9:00 a.m.
717.626.8972 | www.jerusaluth.org | jerusaluth@windstream.net
Pastor’s email: jerusaluthpastor@windstream.net
Office hours: Monday, Wednesday, Friday 1:30 pm to 5:30 pm
The Reverend Bonnie M. Oplinger, Pastor
Mr. Roger L. Kurtz, Director of Music
She.lby Hoover, Office Administrator
Joan C. Dull, Sexton
Congregation, Ministers
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