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OCTOBER AND THE MEANS OF GRACE 
 

O ctober is a special month in the Christian church. Around 

the world, the first Sunday of October is celebrated as 

World Wide Communion Sunday. On the last Sunday of  

October at Jerusalem Evangelical Lutheran Church we will  

be celebrating a Baptism. These represent the two “means of 

grace” for Lutheran Christians. 
 

BAPTISM - Nothing less than holiness is given in baptism according to Martin 

Luther. Baptism creates us holy and wholly God’s own child. There is no greater 

relationship. It lasts throughout eternity. There is no greater love than God’s love 

for us. There is no greater way for us to thank God for God’s love and adoption 

than to cherish the magnitude of that love. Being baptized frees us from the 

depths of helplessness and hopelessness. It frees us to live life in such a way that 

allows us to take risks that will help us grow and mature in our relationship with 

God. As that relationship grows, it enables us to take risks in loving other peo-

ple. The people we love and who love us enrich our lives. They will also hurt 

and disappoint us and not meet our expectations, as we do the same to them.   

But God never disappoints us, because God’s perfect love keeps us grounded in 

the face of the uncertainties and tragedies that life inevitably brings. Baptism 

overrides all of that because of God’s promises in baptism.  
 

Baptism is of divine origin and is God’s own act. We are baptized by God.  Bap-

tism is water placed in the setting of God’s Word and commandment and made 

holy by them. St. Augustine said that when the Word is added to the element of 

the natural substance (water) it becomes a sacrament, i.e. a holy and divine thing. 

In the waters of baptism, we die to sin, death and the devil and rise with Christ in 

a resurrection like His. Baptism is a gift from God that extends grace and en-

trance into Christ’s kingdom to live with Him forever. It is commanded by Jesus, 

“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 

the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Teaching them to obey everything I have com-

manded you and lo, I am with you always to the end of the age.” (Mark 16:16). 

Luther called baptism, “‘no greater jewel’ therefore, can adorn our body and soul 

than baptism, for through it we become completely holy and blessed, which no 

other kind of life and no work on earth can acquire.” (Large Catechism - 

The Book of Concord, 461). 

JERUSALEM JOURNAL   
“As followers of Jesus, we serve our neighbors locally and globally.”    

October 2019  

OCTOBER 2019 
READINGS 

 
Sunday, October 6 
17th Sunday  
after Pentecost 
First Reading 
Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4 
Psalm 
Psalm 37:1-9 
Second Reading 
2 Timothy 1:1-14 
Gospel 
Luke 17:5-10 
 
 
October 13 
18th Sunday  
after Pentecost 
First Reading 
2 Kings 5:1-3, 7-15c 
Psalm 
Psalm 111 
Second Reading 
2 Timothy 2:8-15 
Gospel 
Luke 17:11-19 
 
 
October 20 
19th Sunday  
after Pentecost 
First Reading 
Genesis 32:22-31 
Psalm 
Psalm 121 
Second Reading 
2 Timothy 3:14--4:5 
Gospel 
Luke 18:1-8 
 
 
October 27 
Reformation  
Sunday  
First Reading 
Jeremiah 14:7-10, 19-22 
Psalm 
Psalm 84:1-7 
Second Reading 
2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18 
Gospel 
Luke 18:9-14 
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HOLY COMMUNION - The second gift from God that we call a sacrament, because it is command-

ed by Jesus, contains an earthly element and is combined with the Word of God is Holy Communion. 

“Take and eat”.....”Take and drink”.....”Do this in remembrance of me.” Jesus comforting words to his 

disciples on the night in which he was handed over to be crucified, are our comfort also, that Christ re-

mains present with us in these gifts of bread and wine, the mystical body and blood of Christ who is 

really present in, under, and through the bread and wine. Holy Communion feeds us spiritually, offer-

ing us the forgiveness of sins, and life eternal with our Lord. Holy Communion helps us to grow in 

faith enabling us to go out into the world to make disciples of all nations. It feeds us, giving us 

strength, so we can respond to the suffering in the world. These gifts bring us to our knees in gratitude, 

even being called “Eucharist” which means thanksgiving. In Holy Communion, everyone is invited to 

eat and drink at the table of the Lord. The efficacy of the sacrament does not depend on the person 

providing communion. And no one is excluded from the Lord’s table, because Christ is the host, and 

he invites us to, “Take and eat.....take and drink.” 
 

In Holy Communion not only is Jesus present with us, but the “communion of saints” is present, too. 

The feast of our Lord is the Eternal Table where the great cloud of witnesses is present. God’s eternal 

table shows us the deepest vocation of the church - the sharing of God’s life and love. 
 

Grace and peace, 

Pastor Oplinger 

 

 3rd BOLD WOMEN’S DAY    

CARING FOR CREATION 
 

Stewardship at Home, Church and in Community 
 

Saturday, October 19, 2019  

8:30 am to 2:00 pm 
 

Jerusalem Evangelical Lutheran Church                                                                                                       
36 Church Street, Rothsville, PA 17543 
 

PRESENTER: DR. KATHLEEN SCHREIBER is the Ph.D. professor of Geography at Millersville 

University, specializing in climatology and environmental studies. She has been involved in applied  

climate research for three decades, and has worked on projects addressing climate impacts on human 

health, and air and water quality. She serves as chair of the campus climate action committee, advanc-

ing cost-cutting energy efficiency practices, climate change resilience strategies, and on and off cam-

pus sustainability learning experiences. She teaches across the wide range of her interests, including 

topics in environmental sustainability and biogeography, environmental impact assessment, climate 

and society, and sustainable development. 

To register (deadline 10/15/19): Call 717-626-8972 or email: jerusaluthpastor@windstream.net 
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M ark your calendars now for the two events that will comprise our 2019-2020 Music 

at Jerusalem Concert Series:  Silver, Wood, & Ivory - featuring Tracy Dietrich, 

woodwinds, and Cindy Wittenberg, piano - will perform on Sunday, November 17, 2019 at 

3:00 p.m. and Amy Yovanovich, mezzo soprano, will present a solo vocal recital on March 

29, 2020 at 3:00 p.m.   

 

Formed in 1999, Silver, Wood & Ivory has performed throughout 

the eastern United States, including local venues such at the Ameri-

can Music Theatre, Hershey Theatre, and Mt. Gretna Music.  Both 

musicians are professionals with performance degrees: Tracy from 

the Indiana University of Pennsylvania and Cindy from Elizabeth-

town College and the Peabody Conservatory of Music.  The duo’s 

sparkling combination of silver/wood flutes and recorders and the 

ivory of the keyboard is pure listening pleasure. Tracy’s collection  

of woodwind instruments includes the following: wooden/silver 

flute, alto flute, bass flute, piccolo, soprano recorder, alto recorder, 

tenor recorder, pan flute, pennywhistles, three Native American 

flutes, and a contrabass flute that is 6 ½ feet high!  Cindy performs a variety of piano solos with 

elegance and expression and also plays the Celtic harp. Together these dynamic performers expert-

ly maximize the beauty and blending/contrasting elements of their silver, wood and ivory instru-

ments to surround you with melodies that will “soothe your soul and calm your spirit.”  Their 11th 

CD – “Adagio Meditations by the Sea” – will be released this fall.   

 

Amy Yovanovich currently serves as Executive Director for State Street 

Academy of Music in Harrisburg.  She studied voice/opera extensively at 

the former Pennsylvania Academy of Music in Lancaster.  Her vocal 

teachers include John Darrenkamp, a local veteran of the Metropolitan 

Opera Company in New York City, and Kyle C. Engler of Baltimore, 

MD.  Acclaimed for her velvety tone quality, power and range, Amy has 

performed with the Pennsylvania Academy of  Music Opera/Theatre 

Workshop, Lancaster and Harrisburg Opera Companies, Reading Pops 

Orchestra, and Harrisburg Symphony Orchestra.  She has appeared in nu-

merous operatic roles, including Mozart’s Cosi fan tutte, Bizet’s Carmen, 

and Mennotti’s Amahl and the Night Visitors, and has been a featured soloist for both Verdi and 

Mozart’s Requiem, Handel’s Messiah and Judas Maccabeus, Mendelssohn’s Elijah, Haydn’s Lord 

Nelson Mass, and Beethoven’s Symphony No. 9.  Amy is currently on the faculty at the Lancaster 

Conservatory of Music and is Director of Music for the Westgate Baptist Church in Lancaster.  She 

is no stranger to Jerusalem Church, having appeared here in 2017 as part of a memorable Christmas 

concert presented by the Lancaster Chamber Singers.   

 

From the director of music 
Roger L. Kurtz 
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As a church, we are extremely grateful for the generosity of those members and friends of the congrega-

tion who have served as patrons for our concerts during past seasons. Since the series is not subsidized 

through our church budget, voluntary contributions have permitted us to offer concerts of great music 

free of admission charge year after year.  If you would like to assist in continuing this important commu-

nity outreach, please return the bottom portion of this page with your donation to the church office 

or give to Roger Kurtz by Sunday, November 10th to ensure acknowledgement in the November 17th 

program.  Checks may be made payable to the “Jerusalem Church Music Ministry Fund.”  All gifts, large 

or small, are most appreciated. Thank you in advance for your support! 

 

Music at Jerusalem Concert Series 

 

Yes, I would like to help sponsor the Music at Jerusalem Series.  My contribution is enclosed. 

Please list my name/our names in the program as ___________________________________________. 

Offerings that don't fit 

on the plate 
 

Many thanks to the service 

committee who organizes the 

summer meals, bags if food for 

distributing at the summer 

meals, colleting & organizing 

the items for the Health Care 

& School Kits.  
 

Many thanks to all others who 

helped with these projects. 

INGATHERING SUNDAY, OCTOBER 6th  

 School Kits •  Health Care Kits •  Handmade Quilts 
 

These are the gifts of the generous members of Jerusalem   

Lutheran Church to be sent to communities most in need  

throughout the world via Lutheran World Relief. 
 

We will celebrate this day, along with Lutherans across the US, with a 

Litany of Thanksgiving and Dedication for these gifts.  Also, as usual, 

our beautiful, handmade quilts will be on  

display during the service. 
 

Thank you to the generous members of this congregation for  

your continued support of this important ministry. 
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 October Celebrations 

 5 - Mark Haefner 

 8 - Florence Morgan  

12 - Henry Bowman 

12 - Eric Weinhold 

17 - Janet Craley 

18 - Chris Scheid 

19 - Daniel Volker 

21 - Jim Holland 

22 - Gregory Sammet 

27 - David Powell 

October Birthdays 

Wedding Anniversaries 

Roger ♥ Cheri Kurtz celebrate 31 years on October 8th 

Anniversaries of Baptism 

Alma Hollingsworth - October 1, 1933 

Audrey Ream - October 3, 1948 

Doris Witwer - October 10, 1930 

Betsy Smith - October 31, 1993 

Best wishes to those celebrating in October. 

If your special day was missed, please contact 
Tracy in the church office - (717)626-8972 

 

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS 

On Thursday, October 4, the Lutheran church, and other churches celebrate St. Fran-

cis of Assisi who died in 1226 CE.  This year at Jerusalem Evangelical Lutheran 

Church, we will celebrate this compassionate saint by observing a blessing of animals 

on Sunday, October 6, 2019 at 1pm.  The blessing will occur outside under the can-

opy of the handicapped entrance to the church.   

Everyone is invited to bring items for the Humane League of Lancaster.  Items to con-

sider giving include: canned dog/puppy food (any variety), Science Diet Small Bites 

(adult and puppy), canned kitten/cat food (Science Diet or Fancy Feast), Kitten Milk Replacer, cat toys, kennel beds 

for dogs, sanitizable pet toys, paper towels, laundry detergent, wash clothes, towels and blankets.   

Animals are an important part of God’s creation and they are important in the lives of human beings.  They provide 

and teach us unconditional love.  They come to our rescue.  They provide healing.  They connect us to God. 

We can thank St. Francis of Assisi for our appreciation of God’s animal kingdom.  St. Francis was the son of a 

wealthy cloth merchant.  In a public confrontation with his father, Francis renounced his family’s wealth and any 

future inheritance and devoted himself to serving the poor.  He founded an order of Friars we know as the Francis-

cans who took Jesus literally when he told his disciples that they should take nothing on their journey and  receive 

no payment for their work.  Francis had a spirit of gratitude and gladness for all of God’s creation.  Many people 

recognize the prayer attributed to him, “Lord, make me an instrument of your peace.”  He also wrote the words to 

hymn #835 in the ELW – All Creatures, Worship God Most High. 



6 

 Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
4:30pm ROCK 

Connection  
(Brenda Fetter) 

2 
7:00pm Choir 

Practice 

3 4 
National  

Taco Day 

5 

8am Men’s 

Bible Study 

and Breakfast, 

Zion Lutheran, 

Manhein 

6 9am Worship 
 

10:30am  
Adult Forum 
Ingathering 

 

1pm Blessing of 
the Animals 

7 
 

8  3pm Finance     

Committee  
Meeting 

 
4:30pm ROCK 

Connection  
(Joyce Burkholder) 

 
7-8:30pm Godly 
Play Workshop 

9 
No Choir Practice 

 

 

10 11 12 
 

13 
9am Worship 

 
10:30am  

Adult Forum 

14 
 

15 

4:30pm ROCK 
Connection  

(Mel Ravegum) 

16 
7:00pm Choir 

Practice 

17 18 19 
8:30am—2pm  

3rd Bold Women’s 
Day Caring for 

Creation 
 

7:00pm Aspire 
Chamber Choir, 

Bergstrasse  
Lutheran Church 

20 
9am Worship 

 

10:30am  

Adult Forum 
 

1-6:00pm Fall 

Foliage Day  
Kirchenwald & 

     Nawakwa 

21 
 

22 

4:30pm ROCK 
Connection  

(Pastor Oplinger) 

23 
7:00pm Choir 

Practice 

24 
National  

Bologna Day 

25 26 

27 9am Worship 

Baptism of  
Luca Ruddy 

 

10:30am  
Adult Forum 

28 
 

29 

4:30pm ROCK 
Connection  

(Ken & Janet  
Craley) 

30 
7:00pm Choir 

Practice 

31 

 

 
 

Happy  
Halloween 

 

6-8pm Truck 
or Treat 
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Altar  
Guild 

Assisting  
Minister 

Lector 
Element  

Presenters 
Ushers Greeter Acolyte 

October 6 
Rene  
Amey 

Jill  
Clubb 

  
Claude Grube, 
Andy Anderson  
& Ron Naudus    

  

October 13 

Chrystine 
Anderson & 

Florence 
Morgan 

Brenda  
Miller 

  
Claude Grube, 
Andy Anderson  
& Ron Naudus    

  

October 20 
Emma  
Miller 

Marianna 
Kopp 

  
Claude Grube, 
Andy Anderson  
& Ron Naudus    

  

October 27 
Joyce 

Burkholder 
Zachary  
Fetter 

  
Claude Grube, 
Andy Anderson  
& Ron Naudus    

  

Please see the bulletin board or call the church office (717.626.8972) to sign up 

Men’s Bible Study and Breakfast 
 

All men are invited to a Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study.  It will be held on Saturday,  

October 5th at 8:00 a.m. at Zion Lutheran, 2 South Hazel Street,  Manheim.  

The men meet monthly (usually the 1st Saturday) and rotate the location.   

For more information for this or future months, call Steve Kupstas at 717-626-2195. 

                               PRAYER CONCERNS 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING: Teresa Ackley, Nate Barnica, 

Lynn Beard, Reba Bowser, Karen Carson, Tyler Cassel, Clint Clubb, Doris 

Danz, Jacob Garman, Weston Nicholas Hertzler, Alma Hollingsworth, Joe 

Hoover, Sandy Irvin, Lillian Logeman, Lucille Martin, Doug Michael, Ashley 

Miller, Leroy "Skip" Mull, Ron Naudus, Norma Rhoads, Lisa Riley, Vince 

Slaymaker, Charles & Mary Ann Sweigart,  Reba Weit, Evelyn Wissler,  

Wyatt Wolfe, all Military Personnel and the First Responders. 
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Friends and congregational members, 
 

Thank you all for your many cards and 

words of sympathy for the death of my 

“Mom” Erma M. Craley. 

A thank you also for any memory  

contributions to either Hospice and 

Community Care or Luthercare  

Benevolent Caring Fund. 
 

The Craley family 

A sincere thank you to the many volunteers for helping 

make the 18th annual Rothsville Community Day a huge 

success. Your time and effort is always appreciated.  
 

Committee members, 

Brad Clubb and Ken Craley 

 

Dear Pastor Oplinger, Brothers and Sisters at Jerusalem, 

Please accept my sincere appreciation for your generous 

donation of $600.00 towards the cost of our disaster re-

sponse ministry to those lives have been disrupted by natu-

ral disaster. It is greatly appreciated and, as you know, re-

duces the personal cost of the volunteers who help make a 

difference in places like New Jersey, Puerto Rico and wher-

ever disasters strike. Rebuilding after a storm like Super 

Storm Sandy, Hurricane Maria or any other storm is often 

estimated to take as long as six to least ten years, and that is 

assuming that those areas do not fall victim to future storms 

during the time they are rebuilding! Obviously, we intend to 

do all we can, for as long as we can, to help. Your generous 

contribution helps make that possible! 

I very much appreciated your continued faithful support of 

all the work we do. Hurricane Dorian is just one nasty ex-

ample of why this work will continue for a very long time. 

Thank you again for your support! 

Peace, 

The Rev. Glenn Beard, Jr. 

Coordinator, Lower Susquehanna Synod Lutheran Disaster 

Response Network  

Dear Pastor Oplinger and members of    

Jerusalem, 

Thank you very much for your gift of $200 

given on my behalf to the St. Barnabas 

Center for Ministry. 

I appreciate your kindness, thoughtfulness 

and generosity. Your donation will help to 

fund the summer day camp and all the min-

istries with the children and their families 

in uptown Harrisburg.  

May God continue to richly bless you. 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Thomas E. McKee 

Hi Pastor Bonnie, 

I hope you and the Jerusalem congregation are doing well. Mom and Dad always loved    

being part of the Jerusalem family and I share in their fond memories throughout the years. 

Thank you for keeping Dad in your prayers. It is so tough to see him struggle, but I thank 

God every day that his kind and gentle soul keeps shining through! What a glorious day it 

will be when he joins Jesus and Mom in heaven! 

Best regards, 

Randy and Holly Garmen 
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Trunk or Treat Night will be 

Thursday, October 31st from 6-8pm in 

our church parking lot. Come and join us 

for a Fall Harvest Evening of fun and   

fellowship. You can decorate your vehicle 

and bring some treats to share with our 

neighbors and friends. Hope to see you 

there.  
 

See the sign up sheet in the narthex. 

 

 

 

 

Property Committee Update: 

• Social hall water fountain replacement 
pending (quote from Melron pending -    
will need to meet ADA regulations) 

• Social Hall AC replacement issue (quotes 
from Haller pending) 

• Emergency lighting battery replacements 
(5 units) pending RS Martin electrician -
units have original batteries from installa-
tion in 2006 

• 6 foot aluminum step ladder purchased 

APPROVED ADULTS INTERESTED IN CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 
 

There is a workshop titled Godly Play on Tuesday, October 8, 2019 from    

7 - 8:30pm at the Parish Resource Center, 2160 Lincoln Highway East #18, 

Lancaster.  
 

We have all the physical resources to do the Godly Play curriculum, so here is 

an opportunity to learn how to use it. Please see Pastor Oplinger if you would 

like to attend this workshop. Even though we do not have children for the 

Sunday School time every week, it would be very helpful to be prepared 

ahead of time for when we do have children. 

 

Fall Foliage Day  
Kirchenwald & Nawakwa 
October 20 • 1-6:00pm 
 

Return to camp for the afternoon to enjoy fall activities, worship, and a picnic supper. This is a 

wonderful opportunity to meet up with old friends or introduce new folks to camp.  

An evening meal is included. 
 

Enjoy pumpkin painting, canoeing/kayaking, mountain biking, hayrides, hiking, and more! Plus the 

Annual Bag Toss Tournament! 
 

$10/person register online at: www.lutherancamping.org 
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GIVING IN GENEROSITY  

This is the theme of our stewardship focus for 2019 and 2020. 

 

“The Bible starts out with a liturgy of abundance.  

Genesis 1 is a song of praise for God’s generosity. God 

blesses, that is, endows with vitality - the plants and the 

animals and the fish and the birds and humankind. And 

‘It is good, it is good, it is good, it is very good.’  
 

Psalm 104, the longest creation poem expresses awe 

and praise for God and God’s creation. ‘If you give 

your breath the world will live; if you ever stop breath-

ing, the world will die.’ God is utterly reliable. It isn’t 

until there is a famine in the 47th chapter of Genesis 

when Pharaoh says, ‘There’s not enough.’ This is the 

first time that someone suggests scarcity. The book of 

Exodus records the contest between the liturgy of  

generosity and the myth of scarcity. That struggle still 

exists today.  
 

The baptismal service declares that each of us has been 

miraculously loved into existence by God. And the  

story of abundance says that our lives will end in God, 

and that this well-being cannot be taken from us.  
 

Jesus through parables, through ‘wonders and signs’ 

transforms the economy by blessing and breaking it  

beyond self interest. From broken Friday bread comes 

Sunday abundance. Jesus reaffirms Genesis 1. 

(excerpts from The Liturgy of Abundance, The Myth of 

Scarcity - Walter Brueggemann) May our lives reflect 

the liturgy of abundance as we give in generosity.  
 

Join us for October’s Adult Forum and the following 

Bible study: 

 

October 6 - John 12:1-8 

October 13 - II Corinthians 8:1-7 

October 20 - Philippians 2:1-11 and John 3:16 

October 27 - I John 4:7-12 

THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS 

Many thanks to all the disciples at Jerusa-

lem who request a grant from Thrivent to 

be used for various programs here at 

church. These grants of $250 each have 

funded food for our summer community 

meal, for the food bags distributed at the 

community meal and for other projects 

throughout the year.  

Your generosity in applying for these grants 

is very much appreciated. If you have per-

sonal investments in Thrivent, including an-

nuities or a premium for life insurance over 

$800 a year, you are eligible for Thrivent 

choice points.    You need to call Thrivent  

at 1-800-Thrivent. Following the automated 

system, ask for a fraternal person. When 

you get an operator, ask if you are eligible 

for Thrivent choice points. You will need 

your Thrivent ID number or your social    

security number. You may designate yearly 

to have those dollars given to Jerusalem.    

If you do not do this, this money is lost.    

So, please call and make sure that, if you 

are eligible, your money is being stewarded. 

Thank you! 



11 

 

Karen Carson 

18 Pfautz Avenue 

Lititz, PA  17543 

Birthday: June 5 

 

Mary Garber 

106 Westbrook Road 

Winchester Meadows  

Ephrata, PA  17522 

(717) 733-2834 

Birthday: February 2 

 

Jacob Garman  

United Zion Ret. Community 

722 Furnace Hills Pike,  

Room 130 

Lititz, PA   17543 

Birthday: April 1 

 

 

Alma Hollingsworth 

Room 602, Muhlenberg Lodge 

300 St. Mark Drive 

Lititz, PA   17543 

Birthday: September 21 

 

Lillian Logeman 

Keystone Villa 

Room 321 

100 North State Street 

Ephrata, PA  17522 

Landline (717) 738-5821 

Cell (717) 888-0371 

Birthday: August 31 

 

Leroy “Skip” Mull 

Health Center Room 235 

Luther Acres 

Lititz, PA   17543 

Birthday: May 9 

Reba Weit 

PC Rm. 508, Muhlenberg Lodge 

300 St. Mark Drive 

Lititz, PA   17543 

Birthday: August 10 

 

Evelyn Wissler 

321 Meadow Valley Road 

Lititz, PA   17543 

Birthday: April 14 

 

 

HOME COMMUNION MEMBERS A call, dropping a card, or a visit... 

 

OCTOBER'S WISH LIST for Lititz-Warwick Community 

Chest Food Bank: Canned, ready to eat, chunky-type soups, juice for 

children (no prune or tomato please), shampoo & conditioner (2 in 1 

products are fine). 

 
 
 
                             Chamber Choir 
 

Saturday, October 19th - 7:00pm 
Bergstrasse Lutheran Church • 9 Hahnstown Road, Ephrata 
FREE ADMISSION • A freewill offering will be taken to cover expenses 
 

A Father’s Love 
Come and enjoy a program of sacred music featuring choral works from both classic and  
contemporary composers. Program repertoire include Walker’s Prayer of Compassion,  

Rachmaninoff’s Song of Simeon, Thompson’s Alleluia and Stopford’s In My Father’s House. 
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 Jerusalem Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes 
 

August 20, 2019 
 

“As followers of Jesus, we serve our neighbors locally and globally.” 
 
Present: Pastor Oplinger, Rene Amy, Chrystine Anderson, Joyce Burkholder, Brenda Fetter, Jim Martin, Larrie  
Miller, Mel Ravegum and Jean Slaymaker. 
 

Guests: None. 
 

Devotions were led by Pastor Oplinger. 
Meeting lead by Mel Ravegum, Council President.  
 

Recognition:  
1. All who helped with the August 19th Community meal and Jill Clubb for organizing the meals.  
2. Andy Anderson for replacing the wind screen foam on the pastor’s microphone.  
3. Joyce and Brian Burkholder and their grandchildren Carter, Casey, and Quinn for counting and     

organizing the donated school items.  
4. Janet Craley for obtaining the inspections of the boiler and elevator, completing the AC mainte-

nance, dealing with the narthex air conditioning problems and the malfunctioning water fountain in 
the social hall.  

 

Reports: 
Pastor’s Report: A written pastor’s report was distributed to council members and accepted as written. Discussion/
decision items included the following: 

1. Tour DaVita Charity Bicycle Ride is asking to use the southern parking lot as a rest area on Septem-
ber 23, 2019. This is an event to raise funds for Bridge of Life – dealing with kidney disease. Jim 
Martin made a motion to allow Tour DaVita Charity Bicycle Ride to use the southern church parking 
lot for rest area on 9/23/19. Joyce Burkholder seconded and the motion was approved. 

2. “Welcome the Strangers in Our Midst.” Come and learn more about immigration on September 
20th, 10:30-11:30am in the Community Room at Luther Acres.   

3. Saturday, October 19, 2019 8:30am-2:00pm. Third Bold Women’s Day - Caring for Creation is the 
theme and the presenter is Kathleen Schreiber.   

4. Jerusalem Church as a polling place for the Millport District discussion took place. Mel Ravegum 
made a motion to allow the Millport District to use Jerusalem Church as an election site as long as 
they provide current certificate liability insurance. Rene Amey seconded and the motion was ap-
proved.  

 

Secretary’s Report: Jim Martin made a motion to accept the amended secretary’s report with adding Mel Rave-
gum, also delivering subs to northern Lancaster county police department. Jean Slaymaker seconded. Motion was 
approved.  
 

Treasurer’s Report: Brenda Fetter made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s report subject to audit. Rene Amey se-
conded and the motion was approved.  

1. Larrie Miller reported Pastor McKee did not take his fee for being supplying Pastor because he is 
employed by the Synod. Pastor Oplinger made a motion to give Pastor McKee’s fee to the Barnabas 
Center. Jim Martin seconded and the motion was approved. 

2. Larrie Miller reported the finance committee recommended a total donation of $600 which includ-
ed the loose plate offering from the Polka Mass to be given for the disaster relief in Puerto Rico. Jim 
Martin made a motion to give $600 to the North Lancaster Dean’s fund for Glenn Beard and the 
motion was seconded and approved.  
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Old Business:  
1. Larrie Miller reported the stained glass window committee did have a meeting and they do have 

three estimates for repair work.  
2. Community Meal of August 19th had less people than usual, discussion took place. Warwick township 

was paving Church Street that day. In the future maybe we need to check with township or inform 
them of our meal, so no service interruptions occur. 

3. Brenda Fetter asked how many people have their criminal history and child abuse background checks. 
Pastor replied there are 18 such adults as Jerusalem, see September newsletter for update.  

 

New Business:  
1. Jean Slaymaker voiced a concern regarding lack of people to do Alter Guild. Discussion took place. 

Pastor Oplinger will check into this and do a follow up.  
2. Brenda Fetter mentioned Trunk-or-Treat night for Warwick township is October 31st. We do need 

more signs to advertise better. Jim Martin stated he will put PVC pipe in front lawn to display sign. 
Brenda Fetter will check other advertising options.  

 

Committee Report: 
 

Sunday School: None. 
 

Worship and Music: Fall season starts September 8th. 
  

Cemetery: Thank you to Ray Bowman and Tom Smith for all their work.  
 

Memorial: None. 
 

Finance: See treasurer’s Report. 
 

Property: See full listing in newsletter. 
 

Service: Prepare family food bags which families can take along home when leaving community meals. 
These are supplied by money from bake sale. Bags sent home were as follows- June 12th, July 15th,           
August 12th. Remaining bags went to Lititz Community Chest.  
 

Stewardship: None. 
 

Reminder dates:  
• September 1, 2019 - “Sundae Sunday,” Blessing of Work and Backpacks 
• September 8, 2019 - God’s Work. Our Hands Sunday, prepare Health and School Kits  
• September 21, 2019 - Rothsville Day 
• October 6, 2019 - Blessing of Animals  
• October 19, 2019 - 3rd Bold Women’s Day - Caring for Creation 

 

Next Meeting: September 17, 2019 
 

Announcements/Correspondence: None 
 

Adjournment: Rene Amey made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Jean Slaymaker seconded. The meeting was 
adjourned and closed with the Lord’s Prayer.   
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Brenda Fetter, Council Secretary 
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EXPLORING THE CEMETERY 
by Denise Witwer Lahr 

Rev. A. W. Leibensperger, Part 2 

 

The Leibensperger entries continue this month with an impressive list of lost children and 

young adults. 

•Frances Enck: born July 29, 1891 in Brunnerville, Pa.; died March 20, 

1900 in Lexington, Pa.; buried March 23, 1900 —Rothsville, Pa.; 

Daughter of Lydia Enck. Sick with consumption 7 weeks. Aged 8-7-2. 

Funeral services at the house of her grandmother at 9:30 a.m., at 

church at 11:15. Baptized by Rev. M. Fernsler May 26, 

1896. 

 

•Viola Frank: born Oct. 19, 1878 in Vogansville; died April 7, 1900 in 

Disston; buried Apr. 10, 1900 at 9:30 a.m. at Rothsville. Daughter of 

Abraham Buchen and Clara (nee Ravegum). Baptized & received as a 

member of Lutheran [Church] at Rothsville on Nov. 24, 1894 by Rev. H. 

E. Semmel. Married on Mar. 25, 1900 to Abner Frank by Rev. A. W. L. 

Became sick day after with pneumonia, sick 12 days. Aged 21-5-18. 

 

•Howard Leo Grube: born Nov. 28, 1897 in Warwick Township; died 

May 20, 1900 in Warwick Township; buried May 22 at 1 p.m. at 

Rothsville. Son of George S. Grube and his wife Estella (nee Young). 

Aged 2 yrs. 5 mos. & 22 days. Rev. Willawer conducted services at 

house & I buried child – he preached in English and I in German. 

 

•Horace Grube: born Jan. 28, 1874; died Sept. 26, 1900; buried Sept. 

29, 1900, a.m. Son of Isaac Grube and Susanna (nee Schaeffer).  

Baptized June 14, 1874 by Rev. B. W. Schmauk. Confirmed and  

received as a member of the Lutheran Ch. At Rothsville, by Rev. H. E. 

Semmel, Nov. 29, 1890. Sickness - typhoid fever. Aged 26-7-28. 

 

•Mary Margaret Zell: born April 12, 1867 at Bernville; died Oct. 26, 1900 

at Disston; buried Oct. 29, 1900—Rothsville at 10 a.m. at house. 

Daughter of Henry & Charlotte Haines. Baptized in infancy. Confirmed 

in St. John’s Luth. Ch. at Bernville by Rev. J. J. Cressman, on March 

22, 1883. Married to Martin Zell, Feb. 26, 1887. Joined Rothsville Lu-

theran Ch. Dec. 10, 1892. Aged 33-6-14. 

 

•John H. Bear: born Jan. 17, 1848 in West Earl Township; died May 25, 

1901 in Lititz; buried May 29, 1901—Rothsville, Pa., a.m. Son of Isaac 

F. Bear & Mary (nee Hipple); Married to Matilda Seigfried on Sept. 28, 

1875 by Rev. L. Gerhard. This union was blessed with 7 daughters.  
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 1 daughter preceded in death 11 years. Widow, 6 daughters & 1  

brother survive. Baptized by Rev.L. Gerhard & received as a member 

of  Zion’s Luth. Ch. At Mechanicsburg [Leola] in 1876. Sickly long 

time. Sick 2 weeks, dropsy, asthma, etc. Aged 53-4-8. 

 

•Herbert Eberhard Weidler: born Mar. 23, 1900 in Warwick Township; 

died Jan. 14, 1902 in Womelsdorf, Pa.; buried Jan. 18, 1902 Rothsville 

in a.m. Son of Sydney I. Weidler & Ada K. (nee Stark). Baptized Nov. 

4, 1900 by Rev. A. W. L. Sponsors - parents. Scalded, died next day. 

Aged 1-9-21. 

 

•William Pipgress: born Nov. 6, 1900 in Warwick Township; died Jan. 

16, 1902 in Warwick Township; buried Jan. 20, 1902 - Rothsville, 9:30 

a.m. Son of Geo. S. Pipgress & his wife Ella E. (nee Ressler).       

Baptized April 6, 1901 by Rev. A. W. L. Sponsor - mother. Disease - 

bronchitis. Aged 1-2-10. 

 

• Mary Lena Evans: born Oct. 29, 1900 in Lexington; died Feb. 11, 1902 in Lexington; buried Feb. 

14, 1902—Rothsville. Daughter of   Lydia Evans (illegitimate). Baptized Apr. 15, 1901. Sponsor 

was Magdalene Evans (grandmother). Child had croup, sick only 1 day. Funeral held at 9 a.m. with 

services & preaching at house. Aged 1-3-12. 

 

•Harry [sic-Harvey] B. Leed: born Sept. 8, 1897 at Rothsville; died May 18, 1902 in Warwick; buried 

May 20, 1902—Rothsville, Pa.; Son of Jacob E. Leed & Mary L. (nee Bender). Baptized May 14, 

1902. Sick 10 days, pneumonia & brain fever. Aged 4 yrs., 8 mos. & 10 days. 

 

•John K. Ressler: born Aug. 25, 1867 in Millport; died Aug. 2, 1902 in Rothsville; buried Aug. 5, 

1902—Rothsville, 10 a.m. Son of Manelius L. Ressler and Fianna (nee Kofroth). Married to Ella C. 

Shaar Sept. 25, 1892. Union blest by 1 child. Disease—consumption. Baptized by Rev. A. W. L. 

June 18, 1902. Aged 34-11-7. There are a few more entries that I will include in a future article. But 

for now, I want to wrap up the story of A. W. Leibensperger. He married Mary Frederick in Philadel-

phia in 1896, the year he graduated from seminary. They had a single daughter, Catherine,  born in 

1899. The family moved to Ephrata in 1921 when they  returned to the area from Lebanon County. 

Rev. Leibensperger remained with his large parish until retirement in 1952. He died in 1964 after a 

stroke and was buried at Bergstrasse Lutheran Church Cemetery. Mary Frederick Leibensperger 

lived until 1968. Daughter Catherine, who never married, worked for Denver & Ephrata Phone 

Company and lived to the ripe old age of 98. She was living at Luther Acres at the time of her death 

in 1997. 
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Jerusalem Evangelical Lutheran Church 
36 Church Street, Rothsville (Lititz), Pennsylvania 

 

Sunday Morning Worship – 9:00 a.m. 
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Office hours: Wednesday 1-5pm, Thursday 8am-4pm and Friday 1-5pm 

 

The Reverend Bonnie M. Oplinger, Pastor 

Mr. Roger L. Kurtz, Director of Music 
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Joan C. Dull, Sexton 
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