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OCTOBER AND THE MEANS OF GRACE 
 

O ctober is a special month in the Christian church. Around the world, the first Sunday of October is celebrated as 

World Wide Communion Sunday. On the last Sunday of  

October at Jerusalem Evangelical Lutheran Church we will  

be celebrating a Baptism. These represent the two ñmeans of 

graceò for Lutheran Christians. 
 

BAPTISM - Nothing less than holiness is given in baptism according to Martin 

Luther. Baptism creates us holy and wholly Godôs own child. There is no greater 

relationship. It lasts throughout eternity. There is no greater love than Godôs love 

for us. There is no greater way for us to thank God for Godôs love and adoption 

than to cherish the magnitude of that love. Being baptized frees us from the 

depths of helplessness and hopelessness. It frees us to live life in such a way that 

allows us to take risks that will help us grow and mature in our relationship with 

God. As that relationship grows, it enables us to take risks in loving other peo-

ple. The people we love and who love us enrich our lives. They will also hurt 

and disappoint us and not meet our expectations, as we do the same to them.   

But God never disappoints us, because Godôs perfect love keeps us grounded in 

the face of the uncertainties and tragedies that life inevitably brings. Baptism 

overrides all of that because of Godôs promises in baptism.  
 

Baptism is of divine origin and is Godôs own act. We are baptized by God.  Bap-

tism is water placed in the setting of Godôs Word and commandment and made 

holy by them. St. Augustine said that when the Word is added to the element of 

the natural substance (water) it becomes a sacrament, i.e. a holy and divine thing. 

In the waters of baptism, we die to sin, death and the devil and rise with Christ in 

a resurrection like His. Baptism is a gift from God that extends grace and en-

trance into Christôs kingdom to live with Him forever. It is commanded by Jesus, 

ñTherefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 

the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Teaching them to obey everything I have com-

manded you and lo, I am with you always to the end of the age.ò (Mark 16:16). 

Luther called baptism, ñóno greater jewelô therefore, can adorn our body and soul 

than baptism, for through it we become completely holy and blessed, which no 

other kind of life and no work on earth can acquire.ò (Large Catechism - 

The Book of Concord, 461). 
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October 2019  

OCTOBER 2019 
READINGS  

 
Sunday, October 6 
17th Sunday  
after Pentecost  
First Reading 
Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4 
Psalm 
Psalm 37:1-9 
Second Reading 
2 Timothy 1:1-14 
Gospel 
Luke 17:5-10 
 
 
October 13 
18th Sunday  
after Pentecost  
First Reading 
2 Kings 5:1-3, 7-15c 
Psalm 
Psalm 111 
Second Reading 
2 Timothy 2:8 -15 
Gospel 
Luke 17:11-19 
 
 
October 20 
19th Sunday  
after Pentecost  
First Reading 
Genesis 32:22-31 
Psalm 
Psalm 121 
Second Reading 
2 Timothy 3:14--4:5 
Gospel 
Luke 18:1-8 
 
 
October 27 
Reformation  
Sunday   
First Reading 
Jeremiah 14:7-10, 19-22 
Psalm 
Psalm 84:1-7 
Second Reading 
2 Timothy 4:6 -8, 16-18 
Gospel 
Luke 18:9-14 
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HOLY COMMUNION - The second gift from God that we call a sacrament, because it is command-

ed by Jesus, contains an earthly element and is combined with the Word of God is Holy Communion. 

ñTake and eatò.....òTake and drinkò.....òDo this in remembrance of me.ò Jesus comforting words to his 

disciples on the night in which he was handed over to be crucified, are our comfort also, that Christ re-

mains present with us in these gifts of bread and wine, the mystical body and blood of Christ who is 

really present in, under, and through the bread and wine. Holy Communion feeds us spiritually, offer-

ing us the forgiveness of sins, and life eternal with our Lord. Holy Communion helps us to grow in 

faith enabling us to go out into the world to make disciples of all nations. It feeds us, giving us 

strength, so we can respond to the suffering in the world. These gifts bring us to our knees in gratitude, 

even being called ñEucharistò which means thanksgiving. In Holy Communion, everyone is invited to 

eat and drink at the table of the Lord. The efficacy of the sacrament does not depend on the person 

providing communion. And no one is excluded from the Lordôs table, because Christ is the host, and 

he invites us to, ñTake and eat.....take and drink.ò 
 

In Holy Communion not only is Jesus present with us, but the ñcommunion of saintsò is present, too. 

The feast of our Lord is the Eternal Table where the great cloud of witnesses is present. Godôs eternal 

table shows us the deepest vocation of the church - the sharing of Godôs life and love. 
 

Grace and peace, 

Past˛ʞ Oʽ˗˔nɮˏʞ 

 

 3rd BOLD WOMENôS DAY    
CARING FOR CREATION 
 

Stewardship at Home, Church and in Community 
 

Saturday, October 19, 2019  

8:30 am to 2:00 pm 
 

Jerusalem Evangelical Lutheran Church                                                                                                       
36 Church Street, Rothsville, PA 17543 
 

PRESENTER: DR. KATHLEEN SCHREIBER is the Ph.D. professor of Geography at Millersville 

University, specializing in climatology and environmental studies. She has been involved in applied  

climate research for three decades, and has worked on projects addressing climate impacts on human 

health, and air and water quality. She serves as chair of the campus climate action committee, advanc-

ing cost-cutting energy efficiency practices, climate change resilience strategies, and on and off cam-

pus sustainability learning experiences. She teaches across the wide range of her interests, including 

topics in environmental sustainability and biogeography, environmental impact assessment, climate 

and society, and sustainable development. 

To register (deadline 10/15/19): Call 717-626-8972 or email: jerusaluthpastor@windstream.net 
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M ark your calendars now for the two events that will comprise our 2019-2020 Music 

at Jerusalem Concert Series:  Silver, Wood, & Ivory - featuring Tracy Dietrich, 

woodwinds, and Cindy Wittenberg, piano - will perform on Sunday, November 17, 2019 at 

3:00 p.m. and Amy Yovanovich, mezzo soprano, will present a solo vocal recital on March 

29, 2020 at 3:00 p.m.   

 

Formed in 1999, Silver, Wood & Ivory has performed throughout 

the eastern United States, including local venues such at the Ameri-

can Music Theatre, Hershey Theatre, and Mt. Gretna Music.  Both 

musicians are professionals with performance degrees: Tracy from 

the Indiana University of Pennsylvania and Cindy from Elizabeth-

town College and the Peabody Conservatory of Music.  The duoôs 

sparkling combination of silver/wood flutes and recorders and the 

ivory of the keyboard is pure listening pleasure. Tracyôs collection  

of woodwind instruments includes the following: wooden/silver 

flute, alto flute, bass flute, piccolo, soprano recorder, alto recorder, 

tenor recorder, pan flute, pennywhistles, three Native American 

flutes, and a contrabass flute that is 6 İ feet high!  Cindy performs a variety of piano solos with 

elegance and expression and also plays the Celtic harp. Together these dynamic performers expert-

ly maximize the beauty and blending/contrasting elements of their silver, wood and ivory instru-

ments to surround you with melodies that will ñsoothe your soul and calm your spirit.ò  Their 11th 

CD ï ñAdagio Meditations by the Seaò ï will be released this fall.   

 

Amy Yovanovich currently serves as Executive Director for State Street 

Academy of Music in Harrisburg.  She studied voice/opera extensively at 

the former Pennsylvania Academy of Music in Lancaster.  Her vocal 

teachers include John Darrenkamp, a local veteran of the Metropolitan 

Opera Company in New York City, and Kyle C. Engler of Baltimore, 

MD.  Acclaimed for her velvety tone quality, power and range, Amy has 

performed with the Pennsylvania Academy of  Music Opera/Theatre 

Workshop, Lancaster and Harrisburg Opera Companies, Reading Pops 

Orchestra, and Harrisburg Symphony Orchestra.  She has appeared in nu-

merous operatic roles, including Mozartôs Cosi fan tutte, Bizetôs Carmen, 

and Mennottiôs Amahl and the Night Visitors, and has been a featured soloist for both Verdi and 

Mozartôs Requiem, Handelôs Messiah and Judas Maccabeus, Mendelssohnôs Elijah, Haydnôs Lord 

Nelson Mass, and Beethovenôs Symphony No. 9.  Amy is currently on the faculty at the Lancaster 

Conservatory of Music and is Director of Music for the Westgate Baptist Church in Lancaster.  She 

is no stranger to Jerusalem Church, having appeared here in 2017 as part of a memorable Christmas 

concert presented by the Lancaster Chamber Singers.   

 

From the director of music  
Roger L. Kurtz 
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As a church, we are extremely grateful for the generosity of those members and friends of the congrega-

tion who have served as patrons for our concerts during past seasons. Since the series is not subsidized 

through our church budget, voluntary contributions have permitted us to offer concerts of great music 

free of admission charge year after year.  If you would like to assist in continuing this important commu-

nity outreach, please return the bottom portion of this page with your donation to the church office 

or give to Roger Kurtz by Sunday, November 10th to ensure acknowledgement in the November 17th 

program.  Checks may be made payable to the ñJerusalem Church Music Ministry Fund.ò  All gifts, large 

or small, are most appreciated. Thank you in advance for your support! 

 

Music at Jerusalem Concert Series 

 

Yes, I would like to help sponsor the Music at Jerusalem Series.  My contribution is enclosed. 

Please list my name/our names in the program as ___________________________________________. 

Offerings that don't fit 

on the plate 
 

Many thanks to the service 

committee who organizes the 

summer meals, bags if food for 

distributing at the summer 

meals, colleting & organizing 

the items for the Health Care 

& School Kits.  
 

Many thanks to all others who 

helped with these projects. 

INGATHERING SUNDAY, OCTOBER 6th  
 School Kits Å  Health Care Kits Å  Handmade Quilts 

 

These are the gifts of the generous members of Jerusalem   

Lutheran Church to be sent to communities most in need  

throughout the world via Lutheran World Relief. 
 

We will celebrate this day, along with Lutherans across the US, with a 

Litany of Thanksgiving and Dedication for these gifts.  Also, as usual, 

our beautiful, handmade quilts will be on  

display during the service. 
 

Thank you to the generous members of this congregation for  

your continued support of this important ministry. 
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 October Celebrations 

 5 - Mark Haefner  

 8 - Florence Morgan  

12 - Henry Bowman 

12 - Eric Weinhold  

17 - Janet Craley 

18 - Chris Scheid 

19 - Daniel Volker  

21 - Jim Holland  

22 - Gregory Sammet 

27 - David Powell 

October Birthdays  

Wedding Anniversaries  

Roger ʃ  Cheri Kurtz celebrate 31 years on October 8th 

Anniversaries of Baptism  

Alma Hollingsworth - October 1, 1933 

Audrey Ream - October 3, 1948 

Doris Witwer - October 10, 1930 

Betsy Smith - October 31, 1993 

.Ŝǎǘ ǿƛǎƘŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǝƴƎ ƛƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊΦ 

LŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ Řŀȅ ǿŀǎ ƳƛǎǎŜŘΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ 
¢ǊŀŎȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŶŎŜ - όтмтύснс-уфтн 

 

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS 

On Thursday, October 4, the Lutheran church, and other churches celebrate St. Fran-

cis of Assisi who died in 1226 CE.  This year at Jerusalem Evangelical Lutheran 

Church, we will celebrate this compassionate saint by observing a blessing of animals 

on Sunday, October 6, 2019 at 1pm.  The blessing will occur outside under the can-

opy of the handicapped entrance to the church.   

Everyone is invited to bring items for the Humane League of Lancaster.  Items to con-

sider giving include: canned dog/puppy food (any variety), Science Diet Small Bites 

(adult and puppy), canned kitten/cat food (Science Diet or Fancy Feast), Kitten Milk Replacer, cat toys, kennel beds 

for dogs, sanitizable pet toys, paper towels, laundry detergent, wash clothes, towels and blankets.   

Animals are an important part of Godôs creation and they are important in the lives of human beings.  They provide 

and teach us unconditional love.  They come to our rescue.  They provide healing.  They connect us to God. 

We can thank St. Francis of Assisi for our appreciation of Godôs animal kingdom.  St. Francis was the son of a 

wealthy cloth merchant.  In a public confrontation with his father, Francis renounced his familyôs wealth and any 

future inheritance and devoted himself to serving the poor.  He founded an order of Friars we know as the Francis-

cans who took Jesus literally when he told his disciples that they should take nothing on their journey and  receive 

no payment for their work.  Francis had a spirit of gratitude and gladness for all of Godôs creation.  Many people 

recognize the prayer attributed to him, ñLord, make me an instrument of your peace.ò  He also wrote the words to 

hymn #835 in the ELW ï All Creatures, Worship God Most High. 


